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president’s report
By the time you read this edition of The Time Machine, 
over 80 Club members will have celebrated the past year 
at the annual Presentation Christmas Luncheon at the 
RACV Royal Pines Resort.

Christmas is the time when we visit and get together with 
family.  Lesley & I wish you an enjoyable time, hopefully with family and loved 
ones.

On behalf of the Gold Coast MG Car Club membership, I wish to congratulate Life 
Member Murray Arundell on winning the Pre-War class in the MG Australia virtual 
MG Show & Shine competition, held during September. 

MG Gold Coast have recently moved into a larger showroom with some members 
displaying their classic MGs at the offi  cial opening of the Show Rooms in mid-
November.

The NSW Government recently circulated a compiled list of period options, 
accessories and safety items which are acceptable and compliant with conditional 
registration under the NSW Historic Vehicle Scheme. The period option or 
accessory has to have been available within 2-3 years of the vehicles build date.  
My reading would be if a vehicle has a 5 speed gearbox conversion, power 
steering, air conditioning, or a CD player added that were not available at the 
time of manufacture, then that vehicle would not be able to be registered in NSW 
under the Conditional Historic Vehicle Scheme. However, it could be registered 
under the NSW Classic Vehicle Scheme subject to modifi cation certifi cates of 
compliance.  Although a list of period accessories etc is available on their website, 
I will circulate a digital copy to NSW members.

John Careless has taken on a role as Run Coordinator and has an article in this 
edition of TTM. Please contact John to off er your services as a run organiser. 
Due to the Christmas/New Year period usually being hot with severe storms, 
the number of club runs in December and January is reduced at the request of 
members. 

I have been a bit slack over the past few months with no work being done on the 
TDs rebuild, however the Y Tourer is currently getting a new top and side curtains 
made from similar material to what was originally used.  I am not a purist, but the 
cost was about half that of the Stayfast material currently used and being thinner 
it will be easier to store away behind the rear seat.
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Lastly, I would like to welcome new members Don and Edna Cairns, Bill Slattery 
and Ross Kelly to the Club, their details are listed elsewhere in the Magazine.

Yours in MGing

Stuart Duncan - President

On the 10th November 
1938, in MG history, 
Goldie Gardner drove 
his MG EX135 on the 
Dessau (German) 
Autobahn to set a Class 
G record for the mile 
(187.62 mph) and the 
kilometre. The following 
year he would smash 
the 200mph barrier.  
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lsim - august 30
The August Last Sunday in Month 
run was to Canungra.  Morning tea 
stop was at Eagle Heights, with 
lunch at Cafe Mezz, in Canungra.  
All members taking part in the run, 
practiced social distancing and keep 
in groups of 10 members.  

Thanks to Cheryl Robinson for 
organising this run. 
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midweek run - september 9
The September Midweek run started on The Spit, the morning tea stop was at 
Jacobs Creek boatramp, with lunch at the Gold Coast Wake Park, Maudsland.  
Some members, even the run organisers, took wrong turns in the cane fi elds 
around Jacobs Well, but all ended up at the lunch stop.
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peanut rainbow tour – 
6/10 october 2020

The Route
Coomera BP, traffi  c jam on the M1, Mt Glorious (coff ee), Kingaroy (overnight), 
Wondai, Murgon (coff ee), Goomeri (lunch), Maryborough (two nights), Burrum 
Heads (lunch venue closed), Hervey Bay, Maryborough, Tin Can Bay, Gympie 
(lunch), Woombye (overnight), home.

The Participants
Peter/Liz Johnston (MGB GT). Stuart/Leslie Duncan (SUV), Robbie/Kim Baylis 
(MGF), Murray Arundell/Bernie Wright (MGF), Gary/Anita Lock (MGA Coupe), 
Carole Cooke/Janice Franklin (MX5), Ray/Faye Scheiwe (MGB GT – briefl y, then 
Ford Territory), John/Marian Crighton (MGA), Jeff /Julie Wicks (MGA), Jonette 
Waller (Mercedes 280 SLC). 

Quotable quotes
‘Where is the next turn? (driver).  ‘I think it 
was back there about 6 kms’ (navigator).

‘Our fi rst MG trip in a Ford’ (participant 
whose MGB GT died on the way to the start)

‘30th anniversary of our fi rst trip to Kingaroy 
in our MGA’.

‘I am glad we didn’t have to do this in an MG’ 
(someone enjoying the A/C in their SUV).

‘Too many antique shops!’ (husband of keen 
shopper).

Top - Meeting at Coomera
Right - Kingaroy - the carpark will 
do for Happy Hour
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‘Interesting topography, history and art’ 
(one of our more observant and cultured 
colleagues)
.
‘It seems a long way in a hot little car’ 
(MGA owner).

‘Loved the wonderful Wondai timber’.

‘Enjoyed the Queen’s Park train’.

‘Excellent bird life’.

‘The new WW1 Memorial at Queen’s 
Park is very impressive, and moving’
.
‘Route maps that have no place or road 
names make navigating interesting’.

‘Bloody seagulls!’ (diner who had a chip 
pinched off  his plate by a fellow driver).

Key Points
Well designed route – about three hours 
driving per day, with a ‘free’ day in the 
middle.

Awesome display of motor cycles at Mt 
Glorious cafe, including a very interesting 
1914 Rover (acetylene head lamp, 
complicated controls etc).

Striking contrast between the very, very 
dry countryside in the middle of the state, 
and the more tropical coastal fringe.

No breakdowns (apart from a ‘failed to 
proceed’ before the start). 

No known traffi  c infringements or 
requirement to ‘assist police in any 
investigations’.

An opportunity to meet up with the Wide 
Bay Chapter of the MGCC of Qld in Maryborough.
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We met with the Wide 
Bay Chapter (co-
ordinators were David 
Hall and Lyn Hayward) in 
the park near our motel. 

Photos are of their MGs 
with our MGs.

Some of our group went 
to play while there.
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Apparently few acrimonious driver/navigator discussions (despite the challenge 
of somewhat opaque route instructions and ‘maps with no names’ (sounds like a 
song, doesn’t it?). 

Thank you to:
Peter for initiating the run, Liz for doing all the work, 
Murray for the comprehensive (albeit somewhat 
opaque) route instructions and innovative ‘maps 
with no names’ approach, and fi nally all our ‘fellow 
travellers’ whose company on such events we so 
much enjoy. 
 John and Marian C.

coffee run - october 19
Ten MGs brought 19 
people to a social 
gathering on the side 
of Laguna Park, Palm 
Beach for the October 
Coff ee run. A number of 
people said they had not 
been there before and 
were surprised by the 
lovely location. 

Following some chatter (not at all surprising at a gathering of MGers) half a dozen 
cars took their passengers on a short run up the beautiful Currumbin Valley. The 
weather stayed kind and allowed the participants a nice run with the hoods down. 

John Careless
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Cut off date for next magazine
10th January 2021

Articles, letters to the Editor and suggestions from 
members are most welcome

Email the Editor - Carole Cooke - cazcooke30@gmail.com

Membership: $70 per year (due June 30) - Joining Fee: $20 
per person

Membership forms available on our website - 
www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au

Payments made directly into the Club‛s bank account MUST
include payee‛s name as reference

National Australia Bank, Ferry Street, Nerang BSB 084 852

Account Number 14-920-3252

Account Name  Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc

Cheques to be made out to - Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc

It is a pleasure to meet new members, we hope to see you 
as regular participants at our many outings.  You will fi nd us 
friendly, so just make yourselves known!

GOLD COAST MG CAR CLUB INC
The Secretary,
P.O. Box 1018,   SOUTHPORT, QLD, 4215
Email - goldcoastmgcarclub@gmail.com

Membership at 2 November 2020
Active & Family 237  Life 8  Honorary 4  TOTAL  249

The Life Members of the Gold Coast MG Car Club are -
Murray Arundell, Rob Baylis, Carol Brookman (dec), Bruce 
Corr, Marie Conway-Jones, Jim Haines, Phil Redding, Jeff 
Sattler, Jim Lutherborrow
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k9  capers   -   lsim  27 september
A perfect Spring day welcomed up 
to this Run starting at Hinterland 
Regional Park. Some very 
interesting cars including a VW 
Karmann Ghia, a Ford 1938 Hot 
Rod and a Mini Moke joined the 
other MGs.  

23 people and 3 very excited dogs, 
Sage the Sausage dog (Janine 
Dreyer), Janda the Border Collie 
(Jim and Moya Haines) and Harry 
the Cavoodle (Roger and Anne 
Paltridge) and several toy dogs 
completed our group. After our 
warm welcome by our organisers, 
Jim and Moya we set off .
 
This Run took us over Wallaby 
Drive with beautiful panoramic 
views of the city which caused 
us all to slow down and take in 
the beauty and almost miss Earle 
Court but what would an MG Run 
be without a bit of a navigation 
hiccup??  We made our way along 
The Panorama and Latimers Crossing Road, passing more city skyline views in 
Arunta Drive and ending at our Morning Tea stop at the Dog Park at Clagiraba Rd.  

It was a chance for the 
doggies to let loose and 
have some fun and the 
rest of us to enjoy a cuppa 
and Moya’s delicious 
homemade shortbread.  It 
was nice to see John and 
Denise Bromley cross the 
NSW border to join us on 
this run and hope it won’t be 
long before we can all enjoy 
easier border travel.
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After morning tea we headed 
off  via Maudsland and past 
MovieWorld, through the back 
blocks of Nerang (places I never 
knew existed) and made our way 
into Centurion Crescent where 
our lovely MG sign greeted 
us showing the entrance to 
Bert Swift Park.  Down a path 

we came to a beautiful doggie park which 
overlooked the river with picnic tables and 

beautiful green 
lawn perfect for 
our doggie friends. 
Lunch was a 
chance to catch 
up with old and 
new members and 
enjoy this glorious 
Spring day.  We 
even had a Dog 
Quiz to stimulate  

               the little grey cells.  
Thanks to Jim and Moya for such a lovely Run and a relaxing day.

Ken Shead
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mid week run – october 14
This month’s Mid Week Run was kindly 
organised by Coral and Graham Cog-
zell.  The starting point was Arthur Ear-
le Park at Nerang and the forecast was 
for fi ne and cloudy conditions, although 
a short shower made its presence felt.

After the usual formalities, members 
and their cars wound their way towards 
Gaven along Banyula Road, Binstead 
Way towards Oxenford, turning left to-
wards Mt. Tamborine, then along Re-
serve Road and Rose Valley Drive for 
morning tea at picturesque Tallowood 
Park.

After morning tea our route headed 
towards Hope Island, taking a short 
detour to check out the view at Santa 
Barbara.  The run continued along Ox-
ley Drive, right into Lae Drive, 
left into Pine Ridge Road and 
left into Kendor Street, where 
we stopped at the Gold Coast 
Model Railway Club.

This club would have one of 
the best model train layouts I 
have ever come across.  Lots 
of dedicated work has, and 
is still going, into the layout. 
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I asked someone how long it took for a train to complete a lap but he had never 
checked.  I think it would have to be 15 – 20 minutes at least.  I was very impressed.

Eventually we said our farewells and headed to the Arundel Tavern for an excellent 
lunch.  I enjoyed the fi sh, a beer and pleasant company.

Thank you Graham and Coral for a great day.

Barry Grey
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the up and down dale run - october 25
With BOM threatening that Hughie was going to lay havoc upon anyone silly 
enough to a take an open top MG (or a Japanese MG clone) out of the shed on 
this day deserved his wrath. 

But hey there was a run to be run and food to be eaten so twenty six GCMGCC 
members fronted at the clubrooms for 
a 115 kilometre run over the mountains 
behind the coast. Yes, up and down three 
ranges getting closer to the heavens 
seemed like a good idea! There were 
more members registered for the drive 
but quite rightfully were circumspect of 
being washed off  a mountain and chose 
to stay away and keep the hair dry.

However it didn’t rain until it was time 
to head home after lunch from the Advancetown Hotel with some being caught 

close to home by a shower. In fact the day 
was hot. Hot enough that one driver chose 
to warm the interior with their heater as they 
climbed one of the ranges. It was close to 
30 degrees passing through Canungra and 
the Sunday traffi  c raised temperature in the 
driver’s seat even more. 

Crews did enjoy the scenery which is just at 
our back door and is sometimes forgotten 
as we hustle about down here on the 
coastal strip. The twisty windy roads kept 
the driver’s busy with only the navigators 
getting to take in the majority of the 
stunning views. Unless of course you were 
the hapless navigator for some drivers who 

thought this was a great opportunity to “see if 
the old girl’s still got it”
.
John Careless
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MGs waiting to do 
the Up and Down 
Dale Run
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coming 
December 2020

P - Christmas Midweek run – Wednesday 9 December
In lieu of the usual December Midweek run this year, the Club has 
organised a morning River Cruise starting and fi nishing at Surfer Paradise 
(cost is $10/member, normal cost is $22, with the Club paying balance). 

Parking is available at Bruce Bishop carpark at $5. The boat is limited to 
40 people. Lunch will be at Club Southport. 

Alternately, just join members for lunch. To book your place on the River 
Cruise and/or lunch, contact Gary Stevens on gsls65@hotmail.com. 

For those who cannot make this cruise, another Cruise will be organised 
in lieu of a LSIM run in either April or May next year.

January 2021

January Mid Week run – cancelled
Mid Week runners at the November run decided to not have a mid week 
run in January, due to expected heat in January making driving an open 
MG unpleasant.

P – Coff ee Run – Monday 11 January
Please keep the date free for the Monthly coff ee get together. Venue yet 
to be decided.  Contact Stuart on 0405 402 745 or lesley_stuart@bigpond.
com for more details.

P - January LSIM run – Sunday 31 January
The LSIM run will start from Macintosh Park which is on the old GC highway 
just north of Surfers Paradise (the Indy pits area). Meet from 0900 for a 
0930 start. The M/Tea is bring your own and lunch will be at a Tavern in 
the Ormeau area. We have named the run.”The Boats & Water Event” 
Confi rmation of attendance to Barry & Marg Beaman  Ph # 0412189784 
or 0412788989 or email bazbeaman@inbox.com.

P – February Mid-month/ Valentine’s Day run – Sunday 14 February
In lieu of the usual Mid Week run, members are invited on a Valentine’s 
Day run, organised by Marie Conway-Jones who can be contacted on 
marieconwayjones@gmail.com or 0411 181 725.
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events

P - Points earned towards the Roger Thompson Tray. This is the found-
ing President’s trophy and is awarded to the most successful MG, 
namely we hope the car that earns its owner the maximum number of 
points by attendance at Gold Coast MG Car Club events.

Due to COVID19 regulations members are required to:-
 pre-register your attendance at runs / events, and

 stay home if feeling ill with fl u like symptoms or have been in re-
cent contact with someone with fl u like symptoms.

These requirement’s are required by Motorsports Australia (our 
insurers) and QLD Dept of Health.

Also, due to changing COVID-19 Restrictions all runs and events are 
subject to change. 

Please consider sending articles and photos in to me for the 
Time Machine.  Email - cazcooke30@gmail.com

The photos in the magazine have been contributed by Carole Cooke,  
Peter Kerr, Dave and Laurel Godwin, Lesley and Stuart Duncan, Jim 
Haines,Ken Shead, Jonette Waller

New Members
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to 
our Club and hope to see them participating in our runs.

New members and ‘old‛ members, we would love to hear your 
story of how you come to have an MG.

Don and Edna Cairns - Tenterfi eld - MG WA/SA
Bill Slattery - Coombabah - ‘69 MGB

Ross Kelly - Ashgrove -‛33 K3
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run organisers for 2021 required

Traditionally the Club Captain and the Wednesday Run Coordinator handle the 
coordination of the Last Sunday in the Month Runs (LSIM) and the Wednesday 
Runs respectively. As the club currently has neither of these positions fi lled, I have 
taken on the new role of ‘Run Coordinator’.

I invite members to organise a run (or two) next year; be that a LSIM Run, a 
Wednesday Run, a Morning Coff ee Run or a multi-day run. I would ask both new 
organisers, as well as experienced organisers, to please refer to the By-Laws 
relevant to ‘Organising a Club Run’ that can be found on the club’s web site:

ABOUT GCMGCC ~ Club Documents ~ By-Laws ~ Attachment G (Pages 26 -27) 
h  ps://www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/By-Laws-June-2018.pdf

Due to Covid-19 run organisers and participants need to take on some additional, 
non-onerous, responsibilities. On the HOME page of the club’s web site is advice 
to members headed Coronavirus club run requirements. At the bottom of that list 
is the club’s COVID Safe Plan for club runs can be found here. Again, I would ask 
organisers to familiarise themselves with these documents. 

https://www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Covid-Plan-for-
GCMGCC-Runs-V5.pdf

Now all this reads as being a deterrent to someone wanting to put a run together. 
Please let me assure you it is not. For entrants, it simply means that members 
must register their attendance (names and contact numbers) with the run organiser 
prior to the day of the event. On the day of the event please also register the car 
you are driving for the club’s point’s score, and of course heed the requirements 
regarding Covid safe practices. 

For run organisers, a register of entrants needs to be compiled prior to the event 
date and then forwarded with any corrections to myself ASAP following the event. 
There are two Covid Safe Signs that need to be displayed at the start of the event 
and at any morning tea stop along the way to remind participants of our Covid 
Safe Plan for our events. It also shows to the public that we are following a Covid 
Plan. If you are at a venue that has a Covid Plan then displaying these two signs 
is not required. 

The club also has two fairly substantial First Aid Kits – one of which should  go 
with each run organiser. The run organiser should have their contact details on 
the run instructions for contact availability during the run. Sets of Covid Signs and 
the fi rst aid kits can be circulated to run organisers by contacting either myself or 

President Stuart Duncan.
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A few suggestions that might be of use are as follows: 

 Please be considerate of the lack of desire by members to take their cars into 
the M1 traffi  c. 

 Consider the start venue and start time to allow ease of access for members 
that live at the extremes of the coastal strip.  As an example: a 10.00am start 
and no coff ee stop along the way (but include a toilet stop as a must) with a 
shortened run might allow some ‘old timers’ a better opportunity to participate. 
(I’m talking about the cars alright!) 

 Consider advertising the type of roads, (fl at/hilly) morning tea stop, lunch 
venue (BYO/restaurant) and fi nish point. This gives members an opportunity 
to be informed on what to expect. Please forward these details to me well in 
advance if possible so your event can be advertised.  

A big positive of GCMGCC membership is the opportunity for members with 
vehicles on Concessional Registration to easily take their car out for a run that 
is not listed as a ‘club event’. To register a ‘run’ go to the HOME page and on the 
very right fi nd IMPROMPTU RUNS. Click where instructed and fi ll in the form that 
pops up…. simple.

The dates which already have Run Organisers reserved for 2021 are as follows:

Mid Week Runs - 13 January, 12 May, 9 June, 11 August, 8 September, and 13 
October.

LSIM Runs – 31 January, 14 February (Valentine’s Day Run) and 30 May.

If you have any questions, suggestions, or require assistance please contact John 
Careless 0413 250 005 rjcareless@gmail.com. 

Hoping to hear from lots of members (email contact preferred) 

 John C
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my first sports car – barry beaman
In 1963 I arrived in Port Moresby, Papua 
in the Territory of PNG to work for the 
Australian Government with the Department 
of Civil Aviation. By chance I was housed in 
a ‘donga’, (a four bedroom bungalow) with a 
chap who owned an MGB. I only had a 1958 
Morris Major so was quite jealous.

I saved up and in 1964 bought a new 
Austin Healey Sprite Mk3a. It was the only 
one available in the showroom at Boroko Motors, our local BMC dealer and 
unfortunately was grey in colour with a red trim. I wasn’t keen on the colour.

On a wet Sunday afternoon after attending a local football match, I rolled the car 
over a cliff  above Koki Markets. The car had only 1,900 miles on the clock. There 
were three of us in it and of course in those days there were no seat belts, so 
we were lucky to survive the crash as we went over three times before stopping. 
We fi nished with our wheels up against a large lantana bush. One chap broke 
a few ribs and I had a scalp wound. The third guy ended up somehow in the 
aforementioned bushes having been thrown out somehow.  He had a cut fi nger.

The insurance company decided it was worth fi xing, so it went into the workshop 
for a couple of months while we waited for new panels and parts from the UK. I did 
a deal with the repairers to paint it white for me.

In due course I was back on the road and not long after a group of us formed the 
South Pacifi c Motor Sports Club and we commenced doing all sorts of events 
including hillclimbs up Mt. Erianna. We had a variety of sports cars including 
MGBs, Austin Healeys, Triumphs and the odd Sunbeam or two as well as a 
selection of home built racers. It was a lot of fun. We also started a motor bike 
section and did events around the old WW2 aircraft barriers. I rode a Norton 
Dominator in those days.

In 1966 I was transferred back to DCA 
in Sydney and the Sprite came with me.  
Margaret fell in love with it and asked 
me to marry her so we could use it on 
her honeymoon.  It was in the family for 
our fi rst child who travelled in a plastic 
washing basket in the back behind 
the seats.  It was sold to someone in 
Canberra when our second child came 
along…

Here is the Sprite going up the hillclimb.
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2020 cape york in classic mgs - 
continued

Having conquered the Bloomfi eld Track from Cape Tribulation, Blue B and RIP 
were in an upbeat mood to tackle the 4x4 Battle Camp Road to Laura, rather than 
take the longer sealed “chicken run” route through Lakeland. 

But fi rst, we spent a lovely few days in Cooktown, visiting the James Cook Museum 
housed in the old and very attractive Sisters of Mercy Convent school building; 
walking the promenade where James Cook and his crew repaired The Endeavor 
after hitting the Great Barrier Reef and visiting the lighthouse that became a 
beacon for the American and Australian air crews returning from sorties against 
the Japanese during the Second World War. Also, Gold was found at the Palmer 
River. Cooktown has sure been a busy metropolis over the years…

This being the last civilization we expect to enjoy for some time, we took the 
opportunity to encourage a garage owner to allow us to use his hoist to grease the 
suspension and to generally inspect Blue B and RIP for any loose nuts and bolts. 
We found the front suspension bushes were badly chopped up and Blue B also 
found the off side axle seal was leaking oil. This is an indication of the hammering 
the MGs had endured over the corrugations to date!

The day dawned and Blue B and 
RIP headed for Laura along the 
sandy Battle Camp road.  To our 
surprise, we came across two river 
crossings, but they were relatively 
shallow and over concrete culverts, 
so we took the opportunity to video 
each other splashing our way 
across – as the 4X4 chap had done 
way back along the Bloomfi eld 
Track at Emmagen Creek! Boys 
will be Boys!

At Laura, we met a chap who had a 1929 
Austin Seven and a Ural sidecar outfi t in his 
shed – lovely old vehicles. It’s always great 
to meet like-minded people along roads less 
travelled…

From Laura, the MGs turned their noses 
northwards, and they stayed that way until 
they reached The Tip!
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The fi rst section to Coen and on towards 
the Weipa turn-off , is being sealed and 
we found 5km sealed sections followed 
by 15km unsealed sections, alternating, 
all the way to Weipa. This is obviously 
to assist the Bauxite mine in Weipa 
to receive goods on time and in good 
condition.

Thereafter, the roads were all unsealed 
to Bamaga (The Tip) and varied from 

perfectly fl at – twice, 
when we were following a 
grader – to unbelievably 
rutted when second gear 

was just too fast.  In these situations, we sought the hard shoulder – or, more 
likely, soft shoulder – where the going was still slow but at least the cars weren’t 
being shaken to pieces! 

And didn’t the red dust get into everything! Our clothes were red, as were our 
bodies, the MGs, the seats, the carpets, the engine bays – everything!

The status quo for us became sleeping in cabins at roadhouses/telegraph 
stations, lunching at roadhouses/telegraph stations and tea breaks at roadhouses/
telegraph stations. The roadhouses and telegraph stations are the life blood for 
the local population and travelers alike. 

On arriving at our luxurious accommodation at Bamaga, RIP immediately made 
a name for himself by forgetting to pay for fuel when the manager of the service 
station decided to sidetrack us by taking our photos for her Facebook page! She 
said she had never seen such lovely cars at The Tip before! Our comment was 
that we hadn’t seen ANY cars at The Tip – only 4X4’s and trucks!!!
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The walk along the rocky 
ridge to the sign depicting 
The Tip was somewhat tricky 
and stressful but the aim of 
the trip had been reached 
and we celebrated by eating 
an icy pole each from one of 
our admirers.

We realized just then that we 
were as close as we were 
going to get to Base Camp 

Mt Everest in 2020!

The trip home was “more of the same” 
except for a small misjudgment by RIP 
at a water hole, which saw Laurel get a 
wet bum and red water infi ltrate the fuel 
pump workings and rear axle via the 
breathers of both.

The saying “Like a moth to a fl ame” 
comes to mind. This was the sixth 
time that RIP had progressively 
driven closer and closer to the centre 
of the water hole!  All up, RIP and 
Blue B had traveled around 7000km, 
of which around 1800km was on 
unsealed roads. 
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The number plate  tree

Issues we had to deal with: puncture; 
leaking radiator hose; failed hazard 
switch; faulty bonnet release; 
replaced fuel pump (after dunking); 
leaking axle seal; chopped-out 
suspension bushes; loss of reverse 
gear (sand in selector).

Meeting with the Bundaberg Chapter 
of the MGCCQ

We were around 3km from 
The Tip and the Landy 
exhibition leader of 15 years 
said he could not believe his 
eyes!

Are there any like-minded MG owners who would 
like to join Blue B and RIP on a trip across Australia 
next Autumn?

Dave Godwin

RIP at home 
getting the fi rst 
cleanout
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history of mg - part 20
75th anniversary of the tc

10,001 TCs were produced, from 
September 1945 (chassis number 
TC0251) to November 1949 (chassis 
number TC10251), more than any 
previous MG model. It cost £527 on the 
home (UK) market in 1947. 

After the Second World War the MG 
company from Oxfordshire enhanced 
its earlier model, the TB and created 
the TC. This Square Rigger TC was 
introduced in October 1945, it was a logical development of the TA and TB which 
were fi rst built in 1936 and 1939 respectively.

The TC was virtually the same as the TB 
except that the body and track were widened 
to make more space in the cockpit, which 
was cramped instead of very cramped. The 
TC had big 48cm wheels, a fold-fl at screen, 
crude suspension and a slab tank body with 
ash framing. It also used syncromesh on 
its second, third and top gears resulting in 
a more pleasant drive. It also had hydraulic 
brakes.

The nippy TC was fun to drive 
and could manage 125 km/h. 
It had heavy steering and very 
hard suspension which did not 
harm its reputation.

American servicemen stationed in 
England loved them and took them 
back home with them. America had a 
taste for European sports cars then.

TC EXU (America)
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liz@longstonetyres.co.uk
www.borrani.co.uk 

Hudson’s Yard, Doncaster Road, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, UK, DN10 6NX
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TCs have also travelled the 
world!  Here in South America 
and China.  (Above - Bob and 
Lynne Douglas from NZ)

Also in the Peking to Paris Rally

The MG TC introduced a new era into 
Australian motor racing. The TC was a 
rapid little road car, reasonably priced 
and readily available; strong enough 
mechanically to stand up to the demands 
of motor racing, and the MG factory 
assisted owners with tuning information 
and made special parts to increase the 
performance of their cars. 

Of the 1900 or so TCs that were 
imported into Australia, around 300, 
that’s 15% of these TCs actually 
circuit raced in the various states of 
Australia up to the end of the 1950s. 

Top right - Bill Patterson at Bathurst
Above’ The late Harry Firth in TC 
Special
Left - Lex Davison at Rob Roy in TC 
Special
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During the late 1940s and early 50s, the 
T series MGs were becoming a de facto 
“Australian Formula Two”, starting as 
stripped body cars and then developing 
into alloy bodied supercharged 
specials. In the 23 years of the Australian 
Grand Prix, from 1938 to 1961, a total of 
77 Ts were entered (52 TCs) for 2 fi rst, 5 
second and 3 third places.

 Bill Murray’s TC at AGP 1947

other tc specials in 
australia

Right  middle - John Gillett 1948 TCSp
Right - Richard Townley Patterson 
Bryden TC Spl

roger rebel 
A 5 litre MG RV8 engine was fi tted to an MGTC chassis by Roger Waters of 
Strathalbyn, South Australia for his MGTC Special.  Roger entered his TC Special 
in many events including sprints & hillclimbs and the 5 completed Competition Log 
books are an excellent record.  

Roger became ill with prostrate cancer but continued to drive and race the TC 
special. ATA representative Dominic Crawley who represented Canada came to 
South Australia and spent time with Roger which included driving and inspecting 
the MGTC.  He built a similar special when he returned home.

When Roger passed away with his illness, his will stated the benefi ciary was the 
winner of the MG Nationals speed event.  Peter Kerr won the pre war speed event 
at Mt Cotton Hillclimb in the MG Nationals run by the GCMGCC and has raced 
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it regularly since then.  He took Roger 
Rebel to the MG Nationals in South 
Australia and the two Waters daughters 
spent the day remembering their father’s 
racer as I parked it on the hill for them to 
enjoy the MGTC.  They were pleased I 
called it Roger Rebel - not my car. 

       

 
    Peter Kerr

40 years since the last mgb 
was produced

October 23 1980, 40 years 
ago - the very last MGB 
rolled off  the production line 
at Abingdon. From its launch 
in 1962, the MGB captured 
the hearts and imagination 
of a generation of drivers, 
whether it be the wind in the 
hair roadster or the practical 
GT, the MGB was a sports car 
for everyone. 

With its variants like the MGC included. 
it sold a whopping 523,836 cars 
worldwide
 

Dominic’s TCSp



39

Above-  the last MGB produced is 
craned in through the window to the 
17th century Abingdon County Hall 
Museum. 

vale don hayter.
On Friday 9th October, Don passed away peacefully in his sleep.

He had recently been in Chipping Norton Hospital.  2 weeks ago he was moved 
to the Nursing home where the MG UK Club met him last year with some MGBs.

Don Hayter played a major part in designing 
the MGB. Don worked for The MG Car 
Company as their Chief Body Draughtsman 
from 1956, after a spell at Aston Martin. 
After spending some time developing the 
MGA Twin Cam, he started work on the 
MGB. Following two prototypes, the EX205 
and EX214, the MGB was given the go-
ahead. It was then Don’s job to make the 
car buildable and to fi nalise the distinctive 
windscreen and hood, not to mention the 
dashboard design.

Our thoughts are with his wife Mary and his family.
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The Trailer for Club Members to Use
Do you need to transport your car, for repair or to 
show, maybe retrieve it after a mishap or break down? 
Well, the great news is the Club has a tandem axle 
car carrier trailer which can be booked and used for a 
donation of only $10 per day to solve your problems.   
The Club Car Trailer is now with Ben Darke Ph: 
0418753220 Address is: 203 Mudgeeraba Rd. 
Mudgeeraba.

Free Hire Club Engine Stand and Engine Hoist
We have an engine stand and engine hoist for FREE use to any Club member. 
It will take the weight of a 6 or 4 cylinder motor and fl at packs for easy storage. 
These are stored at the Clubrooms.  Contact  - TBA. 

John Crighton also off ers the loan of a load 
leveller, which makes the task of manoeuvring the 
engine in and out 
of the car much 
simpler, as well as 
assorted chains, 
slings etc.. Contact 
him by email at 
johnhcr igh ton@
hotmail.com

Classifi ed Section 

FOR SALE AND WANTED ADS ARE CHARGED IN BLOCKS OF 10 
LINES OR PART THEREOF

A PHOTO IS EQUIVALENT TO ONE BLOCK

ONE BLOCK OF 10 LINES ISDFREE OF CHARGE TO FINANCIAL 
CLUB MEMBERS.

ADDITIONAL BLOCKS ARE CHARGED AT $10 PER BLOCK OR PART 
THEREOF  PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C

A CHARGE OF $10 PER BLOCK IS APPLICABLE FOR NON MEMBERS 
PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C.

PLEASE INFORM EDITOR OF SUCCESSFUL SALES
Ads will be removed after 3 issues of TTM unless requested otherwise
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Australia‛s dedicated MG 
classifi eds site, Already there‛s 
plenty of parts, manuals and MGs 
listed. Joining MG Buy Swap Sell 
is totally FREE, as is placing an 
ad. So if you have something MG 
related that you want to buy, 
swap or sell, you know where to 
go -BCCBSS.com.au

 General Advertising Rates
 Colour prices for 6 Editions

Back Colour Cover  $335      Inside Covers     $300      
 Full Page Colour $300           Half Page Colour  $180
 Quarter Page     $100      Business Card     $60
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:Clearing out the shed so make an off er on these rubber bumper MGB parts:  
Bucket seats, Folding hood frame, Rubber Bumper front bar, Indicators front, side 
and rear, Steering wheel, Door chrome trims, Jack. Fibreglass front spoiler with 
some damage.   Contact John Careless 0413 250005

::I have several MGB wheels and tyres I thought might be of use to someone 
in the club (free). Contact denishstrickland@yahoo.com.au

for sale
2003 MGTF 135 in excellent condition. 
Full history, genuine 70,000 klms,11 
months rego,and is now little used. 
Have documented head gasket 
modifi cations, cooling system and rear 
suspension upgrade, bluetooth radio, 
alarm and mobiliser. Asking $12,950 
ONO. Car is in the New England 
Region, but can deliver anywhere in 
NSW. Maurie Prior 0438668162

FREE (to a good home!)
4 x Michelin XZX tyres (165 SR 15).  Lots of tread, but getting a bit old (manufacturing 
date 2010).  Also Rostyle rim with Achilles tyre, very good tread (195/70 R14)
John Crighton 0418 232 093
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