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President’s Report

4

In December with the QLD Government announcing that border 
restrictions would cease in January sometime, we were all looking 
forward to having runs across the border into NSW. 

Then along came Omicron which is requiring us to be extra vigilant, 
considering our age, as to where we go and who we meet up with. 
With this in mind the Committee has decided to continue to organise 
events, but leave it up to members to decide if they attend or not, considering their 
own particular circumstances.  I wish to remind members, if you are feeling unwell, 
please stay home and get well.

Some of our members have or have had Omicron, but with little affect on their health. 
I hope it stays that way.  A few members are currently undergoing ongoing medical 
procedures, I wish them all the best and hopefully a speedy recovery.

Now to Club business, the Committee has called a Special General Meeting (SGM) 
to consider two (2) Special Resolutions to award Life Memberships to Madeleine 
Weenink and Neil Weenink.

Both Neil and Madeleine have been members of the Club for over 22 years.  To 
summarize the nomination by Jim and Moya Haines; Neil served as President twice 
(2004/7 and 2010/11), whilst Madeleine was President (2011/13), Secretary (2007/09), 
Membership Secretary (2007/11), and Editor of The Time Machine (2002/07).

For a Special Resolution to pass, it needs to be supported by the votes of ¾ of the 
members present and entitled to vote.

The SGM is being held at member David Godwin’s “man cave” The Dog House, at 
Unit 15, 231 Brisbane Rd (Gold Coast Highway), Biggera Waters, on Saturday 19 
February, starting at 1pm with a Club supplied sausage sizzle, during which you can 
inspect David & Laurel’s MG collection.  (As the industrial complex will be mostly emp-
ty, you should be able to drive around the speed bumps)

Following the sausage sizzle, we will hold the SGM which will then be followed by a 
Noggin & Natter / brain storming session on club activities.  Please bring chairs and 
drinks. I expect the afternoon to finish around 4.00pm.

I wish to reiterate that members comments on the Club’s Facebook forum should be 
courteous and respectful. The forum is not to be used to criticise other members or 
speak badly about the Club. The forum is there to promote the Club to non members, 
inform members of upcoming events and allow members to seek help with their MGs 
and exchange MG related information. Unacceptable posts will be removed.
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Just in case you haven’t received my weekly emails, the Committee has reviewed the 
Club’s By-Laws. The updated By-Laws can be viewed on the Club’s website.

As you see on the Coming Events and the yearly program pages, a large number 
of events are planned, but at the time of writing this report, organisers and starting 
venues are missing for most. If you are worried about organising a run, I have copies 
of previous run directions which you can use. Just ask and I am sure we can find a 
suitable run.  

Please review the website calendar, Facebook page and my weekly Monday evening 
emails for updates and additional events.

The Queensland SIV Concessional Scheme guidelines allow members with such reg-
istered cars to travel in a 15 km radius from place of garage, for road testing purposes 
or general vehicle maintenance.  Later in this TTM issue is a link to a website which 
allows you to see the area covered by that 15km radius from your residence.

Lastly, I wish to inform members they can view and order Club regalia online from 
the Club’s website “MG Shop” page.  A small postage charge will be added to your 
purchases upon completion of your order. The 
charge is dependent on the combined weight of 
items ordered.

Yours in MGing       Stuart Duncan
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Midweek Run - November 10

35 members, friends and their MGs met 
up at our starting point at Arthur Earle 
Park, Nerang.  After the usual chatter 
we were briefed on the days Run by our 
hosts, Allan and Leola Ross. Today’s Run 
was  relatively short as we were travel-
ling up to the Mt Tamborine area. The 
weather was cloudy with the possibility of 
showers. As it turned out it was a case of 
all talk and little action.

Our route took us through Nerang and then north 
to pick up the Oxenford–Tamborine Road up to 
Gallery Walk, where instead of turning right into 
the Walk, we continued ahead for 500m to the    
Tamborine Heritage Centre where we parked and  

 completed the usual formalities.

The Centre is small 
for a venue of this 
sort, but it cerainly 
made up for it by 
the diversity of the 
exhibits ranging 
from the geology 
of the area, history 

of settlement and natural history. If you have nev-
er visited then you should at some time. They are 
a very dedicated group and had set up tables for us to have our morning tea during 
which time we were given a talk on the history/operation of the Centre, along with info 
on the pioneering families 
of the district. 

Afterwards time was spent 
wandering around the vari-
ous exhibits.
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The next part of the Run took us southwards past the 
Tamborine Showgrounds to our lunch venue at St Ber-
nards Hotel, where a lovely lunch was had. By the time 
we had lunch, some of the cloud cover had cleared 
and revealed a lovely view away to the coast. The ho-
tel unsurprisingly has 3 St Bernards. They are big dogs 
with appetites to match! ( Leftovers?).

Thank you Allan and Leola for a lovely outing. Annie 
and I certainly enjoyed it.  

Barry Grey
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MG Car Club visits the 
Heritage Centre

On a rainy Wednesday morning a planned 
visit to The Historical Societies Wongawallen 
Road Heritage Centre by the Gold Coast MG 
Car Club looked like being in trouble. Most 
MG cars with very few exceptions are open top tourers, not at home in the rain. But 
determined to make a day of it and shake of the Covid blues the cars and their rug-
ged-up drivers made the trip.

 As a certain well-known politician once said on election night “miracles do happen”. 
The rain stopped upon their arrival and small spots of sunshine briefly appeared.

Nothing MG drivers like more than a road with some  speedy twists and turns to hone 
their driving skills. The run up to the mountain was ideal.

And what a roll up of beautifully restored cars it was. They filled the centre car park to 
capacity and out into the street. 

For car enthusiasts it was MG heaven. And what a happy group of enthusiastic drivers 
and passengers they were.

One of the highlights of the visit was the group of Ukulele players from the local Men’s 
Shed who played during the morning tea break. Expertly presented, old time favou-
rites went over well with the audience and added to what was voted a “top event”.  
There is a lot of talent on the mountain.

Meanwhile the centre volunteers made sure tours of historical exhibits were available 
with skilled tour guides on hand. Many of the visitors were of the age group that really 
appreciated the step back in time provided by the centre.

Tony Smallwood   Historical Society
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Three Valleys - up hill and down dale - 
LSIM run - November 28

During the week proceeding, I wasn’t sure whether to cancel the run or not, due to 
the predicted rainy weather, possible flooded roads and seemingly lack of interest by 
members.

A couple of days out, I had only four other 
couples showing interest, then another cou-
ple indicated the night beforehand they would 
attend. However on the day they and one oth-
er couple pulled out, so I was only expecting 
Lesley & myself and 3 other cars to partici-
pate. What a pleasant surprise to arrive at the 
Club rooms and see a lineup of 6 MGs, (an F, 
a RV8, 3 Bs and an A) waiting our arrival.

As 3 of the MGs had only drivers, the con-
sensus was for the run to take the form of 
‘a tag along’ or ‘follow the leader’ (ie Lesley 
& I) run.

We started with a drive around Mudgeeraba, 
before heading towards Springbrook, but 
turned left onto the Austinville Road. 

This is a narrow sealed scenic road, over 
hung with trees, which follows the Mudg-
eeraba Creek. It was intended to drive 
8 of the 10km road, but a small flooded 
causeway caused the MG drivers to call 
a stop.  I, in the Pajero, thought they were 
wimps, considering the water was only 
ankle deep and not flowing fast. They 
kept telling me “If it’s flooded forget it”.

Other than Lesley & I, none of the others 
had been into this valley – it was a pleasant 
surprise to them and indicated they would 
like to return on another run. After letting 
a few other cars past, we all did an about 
turn and headed back to Mudgeeraba 
and Bonogin, before travelling through 
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the newer Reedy Creek streets with 
amazing views of the coast. Morning tea 
was in the park next to the Reedy Ck 
shopping centre.

After morning tea, 2 MGs (Goodwins 
and Paltridges) and ourselves contin-
ued over to the Currumbin valley 

(bypassing the Tallebudgera valley) and 
up Tomewin Mountain to Freeman’s Or-
ganic Farm where Roger Paltridge want-
ed to drop off a copy of The Time Machine, 
which had the write up of the coffee run to 
the farm. Alas, it was closed due to there 
being no through traffic to and from NSW.

We returned to Meadows Park Golf 
Course, Tallebudgera, via Baines and 
Currumbin Creek Roads, for lunch. Af-
ter watching a few novice golfers hit off 
from the adjacent tee, into the trees and 
rough, we all headed home.

Stuart & Lesley.
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Club Honour Board
As Life Member Bruce Corr was unable to come 
to this year’s Presentation Lunch, we thought it 
most appropriate for the Honour Board to go to 
him. Life Member Marie Conway Jones drove 
down on her day off from work to Bruce’s home 
in Palm Beach to unveil the Board. What a coin-
cidence Bruce and Marie’s names appear more 
than anyone else !! As a matter of interest, Bruce 
has moved on all but one of his cars, he has kept 
his MGB which he has owned since joining the 
Club in the 1970’s. It was a wonderful morning 
listening to the two of them reminisce about long 
forgotten times and past members listed on the 
Board. Some of these stories will remain a secret..

Gary Stevens

Special Interest Vehicle Scheme Update 
The following information has been received from the Queensland Historic Motoring 
Council Inc. of which the GCMGCC is a member.

Key Points
(a) Continuing Club Membership Mandatory 

The biggest change commenced on 1 September with the new Regulation which 
provides for SIVS registration. The SIVS Guidelines include conditions issued un-
der that Regulation. 

Previously, it was only necessary to belong to an Incorporated Vehicle Club (or 
Association) to obtain SIVS registration for the first time, but there was no legal 
obligation to remain a member thereafter. Clubs were often frustrated by people 
joining to access SIVS, but then never renewing. 

From now on, it is a condition of SIVS registration that the vehicle operator must 
belong to an Incorporated Vehicle Club. There are 2 new provisions to note: 

(i) The SIVS Concession Registration must be removed if the registered operator 
is no longer a current member of an incorporated car club or association, and 
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(ii) Use of the vehicle while not a member (or in contravention of any other SIVS 
restriction e.g. driving to and from work) now carries a penalty of up to $2757 
for vehicles up to 4.5 tonnes and $8271 for heavier vehicles.  Section 242 
of the Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Registration) 
Regulation 2021 imposes a maximum penalty for SIVS breaches of 20 pen-
alty units for vehicles up to 4.5 tonnes and 60 penalty units for vehicles over 
4.5 tonnes. A penalty unit is currently $137.85 (Penalties and Sentences 
(Penalty Unit Value) Amendment Regulation 2021). The only exception is 
where an owner lives in a remote area or is unable to access an appropriate 
club, they may be eligible for an exemption from the club membership re-
quirement.

The responsibility is on individuals to comply, not clubs, but if you are aware 
of former members who are not members of other clubs using their vehicles 
illegally a quiet word might be appropriate. It is in all our interests to try to 
prevent abuse of the generous concession, or the right might be taken away. 
That said, Clubs are not required to police this. 

(b)  Retention of SIVS dating and membership forms:
To obtain SIVS registration, you need to submit to TMR evidence from your club as 
to the vehicle’s age and your current membership. These records are kept by the 
Department for 7 years and individual members should keep copies as well. There 
is no obligation on clubs to keep copies of these or records of those for whom they 
have been provided. 

(c) Road Test Radius 
At one of the 2 recent Qld Govt inquiries, there was a recommendation that the 
radius be extended to 50kms from the existing 15km radius, particularly for heavy 
vehicles. After extensive canvassing within TMR and beyond, it was decided to 
keep the radius at 15kms, on the basis that is a sufficient driving area within which 
to get a vehicle properly warmed up.

Breaking News - Bulletin 4 for the NatMeet is now available 

New Members
We are pleased to welcome the following new members to our Club and hope to 
see them participating in our runs.  New members and ‘old members’, we would 

love to hear your story of how you come to have an MG.

Bruce & Annette Piper - Terranora - 55 TF
Roy Merriman - Kooralbyn - 64 B

Graham Taylor - Paradise Point - 03 TF
Bernard Day -Tamborine Mtn - 51 TD

Brendon & Susan Fenton - Broadbeach - 68 B



Cut off date for next magazine
10th March 2022

Articles, letters to the Editor and suggestions from 
members are most welcome

Email the Editor - Carole Cooke - cazcooke30@gmail.com

Membership: $70 per year (due June 30) - Joining Fee: $20 per person
Membership forms available on our website - 

www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au

Payments made directly into the Club’s bank account MUST
include payee’s name as reference

National Australia Bank, Ferry Street, Nerang BSB 084 852
Account Number 14-920-3252

Account Name  Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc
Cheques to be made out to - Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc

It is a pleasure to meet new members, we hope to see you as regular 
participants at our many outings.  You will find us friendly, so just 
make yourselves known!

GOLD COAST MG CAR CLUB INC
The Secretary,

P.O. Box 1018,   SOUTHPORT, QLD, 4215
Email - goldcoastmgcarclub@gmail.com

Membership at January 2022
Active & Family 256  Life 8  Honorary 5  TOTAL  269

The Life Members of the Gold Coast MG Car Club are -
Murray Arundell, Rob Baylis, Carol Brookman (dec), Bruce Corr, 
Marie Conway-Jones, Jim Haines, Phil Redding, Jeff Sattler, 

Jim Lutherborrow
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The photos in this TM have been contributed by Carole Cooke,  John 
Careless, Shane Goodwin,  Lesley and Stuart Duncan, Paul Rogers, Gary 
Stevens,Tony Smallwood, Internet
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Christmas Midweek Run 
- December 8
To finish off yet another topsy turvy 
year of pandemic and natural di-
sasters, Denis Thomas decided to 
change around our usual mid week 
run, and it was a great decision. 
 
It was a cloudy but warm December 8
when 24 cars and thirty seven 
MGers met at Coomera Community 
Centre at 10am to enjoy our usu-
al chat and have our morning tea. 
 
We were delighted to see long time 
member, Bruce Ibbotson, after a long 
absence.   He announced this was his 
last run with the group as his beautiful 
wife, Tip, who has been battling ill health 
for some years, is now unable to enjoy 
outings. Bruce will remain a member of 
the Club but is adamant he will not miss 
the dreaded trip down the M1 from Bris-
bane.  We send our warm thoughts to 
both Tip and Bruce.  We also send our 
condolences to Bruce Bishop who 
is recovering from a misadventure 
where he broke his leg on another 
car club overnighter to Oakey with 
Denis Thomas.
 
John Careless won the Christmas 
Hamper raffle and kindly shared some 
chocolates with us later at lunch.    

Denis explained the run as a trip though 
the past and the present regarding 
housing development of the Coomera 
region, but neglected to hand out the 
run sheet which was sitting next to the 
sign-in sheet.  When asked where the run sheet was Denis said he thought we 
would all know to take it, but was advised the people of our age, wait to be told what 
to do!!!!
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So, at 11 am we departed, travelling 
through his old stamping ground and 
through the new areas, and seemingly 
many new schools to cater for the grow-
ing population of young families.  A simple 
drive to Jacob’s Well Tavern where we all 

ordered our meals and enjoyed the fun.   More members joined us there. Shortly after 
1pm we heard that there was a line of storms approaching, so the wiser of us left for 
home and made it with just a little rain, some chatted on and did get caught. Hope 
everyone made it home safely.   
 
Thank you Denis for a lovely mid 
week run, and we wish everyone a 
very happy and safe year ahead.  
We look forward for many more in-
teresting runs with our MG family. 
 
Kay and Laurie Roberts
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Cars & Coffee Run - December 20
23 members attended this morning’s Breaky/Coffee 
run to Boomerang Golf Course’s Sapphire Café.

In attendance were 6 MGBs, a lone MGA, 2 modern 
TFs, a Morgan and various modern airconditioned ve-
hicles.  Some members enjoyed a short run further 
up the Springbrook Road and into the Austinville Val-
ley, before Mike Lynch and John Doyle returned home 
to Beaudesert and Greenmont, via Pine Creek Road, 
Nerang-Murwillumbah Rd,  Beechmont and Canungra.

Stuart



Coming Events
Additional events / runs including Coffee Runs and Cars & Coffee Meet Ups will be 
notified via Stuart’s emails and Facebook and the website as they become available. 

February 2022

Committee Meeting – Monday 7 February
Starts at 7.00pm, GC Antique Auto Club Rooms, 238 Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba.
All members are welcome to attend and participate in Committee meeting discussions. 
Please let Club Secretary John Crighton know if attending.

P – Mid Week Run – Wednesday 9th February
Breaking News - Caren Sattler has organised a run to Beechmont Park and Binna 
Burra for lunch.  Meet at Arthur Earle Park at 9.30 am.  Need Vax Cert. Details to come

Thursday 17 February
GEAR (Golden Era Auto Racing) Day Run to Queensland Raceway to view a few of 
our members ’havin-a-go’. Leaves Arthur Earle Park, Nerang, 8.30am via the back 
roads. Free entry. BYO chair. RSVP John Careless by COB Wednesday 16 February: 
Text 0413 250 005  rjcareless@gmail.com

Noggin & Natter and Special General Meeting – Saturday 19 February
1.00pm at ‘The Dog House’ Unit 15 / 231 Gold Coast Hwy., Biggera Waters. 
Free Sausage Sizzle followed by a Special General Meeting the purpose of which 
is to consider Life Membership for Neil and Madeleine Weenink. Also there will be a 
brain storming session on ideas for events. BYO chairs and drink.

P- LSIM Run- Sunday 27 February - Cross Border Run
Leisa Conroy was straight onto organising a run across the border as soon as she 
heard they were opening. Details of the run will be notified through Stuart’s Monday 
night emails, website and Facebook. 

March 2022

Committee Meeting – Monday 7 March
Starts at 7.00pm, GC Antique Auto Club Rooms, 238 Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba.
All members are welcome to attend and participate in Committee meeting discussions. 
Please let Club Secretary John Crighton know if attending.

P – Mid Week Run – Wednesday 9 March
At time of writing an organiser is still required.

Sunday 20 March
Beaudesert & District Restored Auto Club Celebrate 45th Anniversary at Jubilee Park, 
Beaudesert. More details will be notified through Stuart’s Monday night emails and 
Facebook when they become available.
20
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Thursday 24 March
GEAR (Golden Era Auto Racing) at Lakeside Park

P-LSIM Run- Sunday 27 March
At time of writing an organiser is still required.

April 2022 

Committee Meeting – Monday 7 March
Starts at 7.00pm, GC Antique Auto Club Rooms, 238 Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba.
All members are welcome to attend and participate in Committee meeting discussions. 
Please let Club Secretary John Crighton know if attending.

Sunday 10 April
F1 Melbourne

P – Mid Week Run – Wednesday13 April
At time of writing an organiser is still required.

P – MG National Meeting – 15 to 18 April
Refer https://michaeljsnow4.wixsite.com/mgcarclubnatmeet for Bulletins. At time of 
writing there were no further Bulletins available. More event details will be notified 
through Stuart’s Monday night emails and Facebook when they become available.

Comment by John Careless – Club Run Coordinator & Facebook Moderator
Recent public comments on the Club’s Facebook forum that the Club Management 
Committee lacks leadership and is responsible for the lack of event organisers is very 
disappointing. To say all of the Committee should, before members are asked to orga-
nise runs, be responsible for conducting runs in addition to the roles they have on the 
Committee, organising the Display Day, the Presentation Lunch and Noggin & Natters 
is simply quite preposterous. The club has approximately sixty events listed on the 2022 
proposed calendar. This does not include Coffee Run or Cars & Coffee Meet Ups. 

Yes you have a right to express yourself but equally others have their rights as an in-
dividual or as a group to be protected. There should be a recognition that our values 
are best expressed in agreements about rights and responsibilities. The club has a 
responsibility to protect the rights of its members. Use of the club’s Facebook forum is 
based on the premise that all members have rights and in order to protect these rights 
each person who posts on the club’s Facebook forum must accept responsibility for 
that post. Posts that do not meet these values will be removed. 

P - Points earned towards the Roger Thompson Tray. This is the founding President’s 
Trophy and is awarded to the member that accumulates the maximum number of 
points by organising events / runs, attendance at Gold Coast MG Car Club events and 
for articles written for The Time Machine.
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Yearly Provisional Calendar
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Submitted 
by John 
Crighton
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MG Motor Delivers Record 2021 Results
·	 Best-ever year for MG Motor Australia and New Zealand
·	 Australian sales up 155.9 per cent while New Zealand experienced 172.5 per 

cent growth year-on-year
·	 MG ZS range best-selling small SUV in Australia 
·	 Consistent supply across key vehicles to continue into 2022
·	 Continued focus on customer satisfaction the key to next growth phase

Sydney, Australia, 06 January 2022: 
Despite the challenges of 2021, MG Motor Australia and New Zealand has posted its best 
ever annual sales results of the company’s six-year history, with more than 39,000 new 
vehicle sales for Australia and a 172.5 per cent increase for New Zealand. 

Year-on-year, MG’s sales have increased by more than 155 per cent in a wider market 
that showed growth of 14.5 per cent.
 
With 39,025 cars sold across Australia - placing MG ninth in overall passenger vehicle 
sales - and 3,810 sold in New Zealand, MG has firmly cemented its position as a favourite 
with local buyers on both sides of the Tasman Sea.

The award-winning ZS/ZST range led the charge with 18,423 sales in 2021, representing a 
235.3 per cent volume increase year-on-year making it the best-selling small SUV in Aus-
tralia. 

Australia’s most popular light hatch, the MG3, also exceeded expectations with 13,774 
sales - a 92.4 per cent increase year-on-year.
 
MG’s continued commitment to the new energy vehicle space resulted in almost 1,400 
ZS EVs sold in 2021, establishing the model’s position as a market leader. The HS Plus 
EV, meanwhile, accounted for almost 10 per cent of all HS sales in 2021, with the per-
fect-for-Australia dual-motor SUV set for a big 2022.
 
Peter Ciao, CEO of MG Motor Australia and New Zealand, said: “2021 has been very 
challenging for many reasons. Semi-conductor shortages and manufacturing delays due 
to COVID have resulted in low stock numbers and significant delivery delays across the 
industry.
 
“However, at MG Motor, we have been able to navigate these challenges. From manu-
facturing to shipping, we have delivered a reliable and trusted service to our customers, 
and this has contributed to the strong pipeline of stock that has supported our continued 
growth this year.  

“In 2022, we will expand our product offering with an updated MG ZS EV launching this 
year. We are also introducing more derivatives of our HS Plus EV which I believe is the 
perfect vehicle for our two territories.” 



liz@longstonetyres.co.uk
www.borrani.co.uk

Hudson’s Yard, Doncaster Road, Bawtry
DONCASTER, UK, DN10 6NX
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The Disturbing Rise Of The MG Opportunist in 2021
 
I have written about this issue previously and it seems that the situation is becoming more 
prevalent – the non-enthusiast opportunists in the MG fraternity.       

I have a great deal of respect and affection for all things Abingdon MG, that is, up until the 
Brits shamefully flogged off the revered MG Marque to the Chinese, my essay however, is 
to do with the carpetbaggers who have just recently discovered the MG, and like most of 
the millennials, are wanting to change everything, because it doesn’t fit with their ill-liberal 
mindset.  These people don’t restore, instead, they de-value, by whacking numerous bits 
of chrome on engines, and they paint over rusty panels and gloat on Facebook, about how 
clever they are.

The physical process of self-restoring any classic motor car is a very demanding activity, 
and there is usually an untallied financial price to consider as well.  There are no short cuts, 
and anyone who thinks that a quickie make-over will get past the concourse judges, or earn 
them some fast bucks will have to live with the consequences for a long time.  Maybe not in 
a financial re-compensation sense, but a moral burden that will never leave.          

As a prime first hand example of this, I recently had a chap contact me regarding some re-
stored and refurbished MGB car parts.  These parts had been collected by me over many 
years and had become surplus to my restoration activities.  My creative sense had prevent-
ed me from simply selling off these scruffy but valued parts, so I refurbished them as a value 
adding exercise, to what I considered a near showroom quality.
  
The youngish fellow, who contacted me, was into dealing in MGB’s – buying up “bargains”, 
tarting them up and reselling for thousands of dollars profit.  No judgement from me, as he 
can do what he likes, but instead of adopting a sincere enthusiasts approach to his venture, 
he boasted of how much moolah he was making.  Never mind the unwary punters, who he 
sold these cars to, it was just a financial result that mattered.             

Now, I am all for free enterprise, and good luck to anyone who can turn a dollar, but there 
appears to be a generation of younger sports car aspirants, who do not understand or ap-
preciate the history of what MG stands for.   Because MGB’s particularly, are fairly plentiful 
and robust, and even better, so easily kept on the road, by dent of their simplicity, they have 
become a bit of a novelty to the I-Phone and Facebook set, and these ill-informed young-
sters, are snapping up cars for previously unseen high prices, in a form of current faddism.

There is a danger in all of this, as what now appears to be a lack of historical correctness and 
a departure from originality, these cars have been saddled with mismatched components 
and because of ignorance, the resultant vehicles are losing their individuality of what an MG 
really represents. 
      
As a senior member of the MG fraternity, I am firstly an enthusiast, I am computer literate, I 
am a keen observer of many things, and secondly, I am into the internet and anything MG 
etc.  I get to see the goings-on of the newer MG cohort, who, use Facebook for their ex-
change of information and parts, and it disturbs me that my beloved MG marque is treated 
with enthusiastic ignorance.  
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The volume of mis-information and distortion of facts, urges my rebuttals, but common-sense 
prevails, so while tempted, I abstain from responding and just leave them to it.
 
The upshot of all of this, is that there is a generation of MGB owners with cars that are not 
truly representative of their particular model era, and these younger ones are in total igno-
rance but are quite happy to accept this.      

Examples of this are MK1 and MK2 cars fitted with Rubber Bumper and Mazda seats, glar-
ingly incorrect interior fittings, incorrect carbies and air cleaners, Nissan engines and gear-
boxes, etc.           

Other molestations are the deletion/additions of fan blades, vacuum braking systems, elec-
trical components, and inappropriate “fuel-saving” devices, etc. There are more and more 
examples of the later, Rubber Bumper cars being converted to chrome bumper versions 
(and badly done) and more alarmingly, they are increasingly, and most blatantly misrepre-
sented, in their model years.            

In the future we will see more and more MGB’s prostituted by ignorance, but as restorers like 
me fade away, I earnestly wish, that at least some of these younger generation, will come to 
realise, just what that MG badge means. 

One of the really more beneficial things that happens in Australia particularly, to stem the 
flow of ignorance, and to “maintain the breed”, is the annual MG National Meeting event, 
where beautifully restored cars are judged by enthusiasts and like-minded owners.   
       
In the meantime hopefully, older restorers and other enthusiasts like me, can keep the flame 
of originality alive, by restoring cars that may have been destined for the scrapyard.  Orig-
inality can be very subjective, and even if one simply restores for hobby or pleasure, one 
can avoid contributing to the outlandish practises of the Facebook crowd, by sticking to orig-
inality as much as possible, without the need of being over-the-top obsessive.  How else to 
avoid our beloved MG’s from becoming grotesque street rods or worse, and losing the aura 
of what that special octagon badge stands for?        

We as enthusiasts, have to keep on, “Maintaining The Breed” (with courteous reference to 
the author, the great John Thornley).

- By Maurie Prior – (member of the MG Car Club, Hunter Region) 
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History of MG - Part 26
The FTF Story
Rover were stirring and getting more attention and the first sports project for a new 
MG sports car was in 1990.  It was a mid-engined, rear-drive that won the approval.  
The VVC version was available  and the exceptionally lightweight engine was and still 
is one of the most power to weight efficient engines available.

MGF - Built 1995 – 2002 / facelift 1999 / production end 2002 with 77,269 MGF 
cars produced

Introduced in 1995, the MGF car herald-
ed the return of MG to volume two-seat 
sports car production after the close of 
Abingdon in October 1980. It was cre-
ated using novel design and ingenuity 
on the part of engineers with little or no 
budget from Rover. What the car has 
achieved and its longevity is a testimo-
ny to the success of the work of those 
engineers.

Available In September 1995 as 
just a single model with a 120ps 
1796cc K series engine, the first 
use of a K series of this capaci-
ty, and followed in early 1996 by 
the VVC (Variable Valve Control) 
version of the same engine that 
delivers 25ps more at higher rpm. 
Both models were only available 
with sports ratio 5 speed manual 

gearboxes,  the VVC version had a lower final drive ratio to match that engines higher 
rpm potential.

The main innovation was the location of the engine behind the seats to create a 
mid-engined layout which provides the optimum for weight balance and delivers ex-
cellent handling. In addition the use of Hydragas (inert Nitrogen gas over fluid) sus-
pension provides a quality ride, far in excess of that normally associated with preci-
sion handling sports cars
. 
Summer 1999 saw the first real facelift for MGF and the introduction of the Stepspeed 
(Steptronic) CVT automatic gearbox with a manual option of six individually selectable 
ratios through steering wheel mounted buttons or the floor mounted gear lever.There 
is about 15% loss of fuel economy with the auto gearbox compared to the manual.
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In spring 2001 the range was extended with a new entry level 1598cc 112ps (UK) and 
a limited edition Trophy 160SE modified VVC version with 160 ps.

The  1.6 is the most fuel efficient and has an overall return of approximately 40mpg 
with the 1.8i coming in a little below this with around 38mpg. The VVC has top end 
power and good lower rpm operation with an average of 37mpg
.
The extension to the model range were severely restricted during the BMW period of 
ownership, 1994 to 2000, so that the MGF did not create any greater competition to 
the BMW Z3 two seat sports car. 

Brief technical specifications…
Mid engine - Rear wheel drive
4 cylinder 1598cc (112ps) and 1796cc (120ps – 1.8i, 145ps – VVC and 160ps – Tro-
phy 160 VVC) K series petrol engines
5 speed manual (lowered final drive on VVC engined models) or Stepspeed CVT 
transmission (only fitted to the 1.8i)

Performance…
Top speeds 115mph to 137mph
0 to 60 mph 9.7 secs to 6.9 secs.
Average fuel consumption overall 33mpg (Auto) to 40 mpg (1.6)

MGTF - Introduced 2002 – 2005 (39,249 produced) 2007

Gerry McGovern was put on the engineering team and the TF was unmistakably an 
MG and yet entirely new.

The MGF sold like hot cakes. The 2002 TF 
was reworked and was positioned far more 
direct as a hard-hitting sports car with coil-
over suspension. The firmer riding TF tack-
led the latest MX5 and Toyota MR-2 head 
on.  It was extensively restyled by Peter Ste-
phens, giving it a distinctively 2000’s look.

The MG TF was the 
UKs best selling 
two seat sports car 
for each full year of 
production, taking 
this mantle from the 
MGF. Introduced in 
January 2002, the 
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TF is a practical, reliable and very eco-
nomical 2-seat sports car, just what MG 
tradition is based upon.Available with a 
range of K series 4 cylinder petrol en-
gines starting with the 114ps 1598cc, 
then moving through the 120ps and 
136ps 1796cc Mpi versions to the range 
topping 160ps VVC engined version. All 
models use sports close ratio manual 
gearboxes except for the 120 Stepspeed. 
Although based upon the MGF, the TF is 
considerably different from it.  From the high performance twinned projector head-
lamps in the aerodynamically redesigned front, to a steel spring suspension with 
precise damping control. 

Therefore the TF provides a very different experience to the MGF, although the 2005 
model year cars were softer riding. This is carried further with the option of a sportier 
and lower optional suspension system. There is also the option of cutting edge brak-
ing with large 304mm front discs, clamped by AP Racing 4 pot calipers (standard on 
160 models).

There is a wide range of external colours, 
with many options for the exterior and 
interior, including a number of coloured 
hoods.  The facelift for the 2005 model 
year cars gave a softer ride, similar to 
that of the MGF, but also the adoption of 
a heated glass rear window in the hood.

MGTF production ended in 2005, as did 
MG Rover.  The Chinese form SAIC pur-
chased MG Rover’s operations, thus MG 
Motor UK was born. 

Brief technical specifications…
Mid engine - Rear wheel drive
4 cylinder 1598cc (115ps – TF 115) and 1796cc (120ps – TF 120 CVT, 136ps – TF 
135 and 160ps – TF 160) K series petrol engines
5 speed manual or CVT Stepspeed transmission with manual option with six stepped ratios.

All models equipped with alloy wheels and most having a space saver steel spare. 
Alloy wheels either 6”x15” with 185/55x15 front, 205/55x16 tyres rear, or 7”x16” with 
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195/45x16 front and 215/40x16 tyres 
rear. Note specifically that this model is 
especially sensitive to tyre choice.

Performance…
Top speeds 115mph to 137mph
0 to 60 mph 10.3 seconds to 7.3 seconds

MG TF (MGMotor UK)
Introduced August 2008 - ongoing 
production from Longbridge, UK

The collapse of MG Rover on 8th April 2005 was a major event. At this time MG Rover 
were in the final stages of a collaborative deal with SAIC of China, and prior to the col-
lapse, SAIC had bought the rights to most of the MG Rover cars and K series engines.
In July 2005 Nanjing Automobile Corporation (NAC) of China bought the bulk of the 
remaining assets of MG Rover from the Administrators. In May 2007 they held a re-
launch of a lightly altered MG TF at the Longbridge factory.  NAC was in detailed dis-
cussion with its rival SAIC.  The merging of the two companies made sense as they 
were both initially developing and building their own versions of the former MGs and 
Rovers. The appearance of the TF in showrooms was delayed until the merger was 
completed and SAIC, the dominant partner completed a review of the TF. The UK 
Company also saw a name change to MG Motor UK Ltd.

MG TF LE500
August 2008 saw series production of the TF for 
customers start at Longbridge and deliveries start-
ed in September 2008. The initial model was the 
very well specified MG TF LE500. (A limited run of 
500 cars.) Standard equipment included air condi-
tioning, body coloured hard top, full leather seating 
and rear parking sensors. The MG TF LE500 was 
initially priced at £16,399, on the road.
 
The suspension was the much softer riding speci-
fication from the very last few MG Rover MG TFs. 
Wheels were carried over 11 spoke 16”, from the 
MG Rover TF 160 models and all models used 
the 160 large 304mm diameter front brakes with 
distinctive and very effective red four piston AP 
Racing callipers. Tyres were also carried over with 
Goodyear Eagle F1 in the correct GSD2 format.

Following the LE500 models in April 2009 MG Motor announced two further TF mod-
els for the UK market to be available during the summer of 2009. One was the new 
base specification TF 135, mechanically identical to the LE500, and a lower starting 
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price of £13,511 on the road. The first 
110 cars came with ‘free’ leather seats.   
The new wheels are 16” diameter and 
also have plenty of clearance for the 
big AP Racing front brake callipers and 
304mm diameter discs

MG TF 85th Anniversary
To celebrate the 85th Anniversary of 
MG, a limited run of special models 
was created. The TF 135 mechanical 
package, but the suspension involved 
the use of unique Bilstein dampers, thicker Eibach front and rear anti roll bars allied to 
uprated links and front lower arms, plus a lowered ride height.  The new wheels were 
new with a ‘Twisted Pepper’ design, finished in a shadow chrome type of finish.  There 
were double contrasting stripes of unequal widths. There was a a noticeable improve-
ment to the ride and handling.Mechanically all cars used a Chinese manufactured 
1796cc N series engine, a development of the original Rover K series engine previ-
ously fitted, but now made in 
China and updated to be EU4 
compliant. 

Peter Kerr
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For Sale

Trailer for Club Members to Use
Do you need to transport your car, for repair or show, maybe 
retrieve it after a mishap or break down.  The good news is 
the Club has a tandem axle car trailer which can be booked 
and used for the donation of only $10 per day.  Contact is 
now Bill Budd on 0409 358 888.  Trailer is stored in Elanora 
and is usually available on a day’s notice. It is ONLY to be used 
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Stunning 1978 Inca Yellow MGBGT. 2 previous 
owners with full history. Air conditioned. Rust free. 
Show condition. Nothing to spend. Have bought a 
V8 MGBGT and can’t keep two. 
Ring Bob Theobald for details. 0428260841.  
Price negotiable.

1931 M Type boat tail MG roadster for 
sale.  $52,500 including purpose built (new) 
trailer.  Fully restored with lots of scarce original 
features (e.g. original, restored HV bottom feed 
SU carb, original Rotax 701 headlights). En-
gine, gearbox, clutch, diff professionally restored. 
New timber body. New original pattern honey-
comb radiator. Original number plates included. 
Ring John Crighton (0418-232-093) or email 
on johnhcrighton@hotmail.com.






