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President’s Report
Over the past couple of months there have been a number of 
successful and enjoyable events, including the Gary Lock led 4 
day run to Toowoomba and Warwick. Reports for some can be 
read elsewhere in this issue of The Time Machine. 

The Club’s presence was noticed at the wet All British Day 
at Mudgeeraba where 12 MGs were displayed, the largest 
grouping of any marque present.  A couple of members on the 
same day entered their MGA and TD in the Tamborine Mountain Show and Shine.  
On behalf of the Club, I thank all those who showed their MGs.  These displays 
resulted in six new members: Shane & Lorraine Goodwin, John & Ann-Maree 
Doyle and Paul & Lorraine Cleeve who we welcome to our friendly club.

I am told that Dave & Laurel Godwin (MGA) and Ross Letten (MGB) have had 
some mechanical issues and due to number of tourist around have had to camp 
out.  Laurel and the ladies in the 4x4 support vehicles did a side excursion 
to Cooper Pedy to do some shopping whilst Dave & Ross waited for parts in 
Oodnadatta. Full report in the next Time Machine

In late June, the Club is holding it’s Annual Concours and Display Day at Crocker 
Park, Markeri St, Mermaid Waters (opposite the Lonestar Pub), just off Sunshine 
Boulevard.  

Winners of Pride of Ownership classes in the last 2 years will be required to enter 
their MGs in the Concours competition, whilst winners of Concours classes for the 
last 2 years will be judged separately in a Master Class. It is hoped this proposal 
will encourage more members to enter their MGs in the Concours and Pride of 
Ownership categories knowing they are not up against previous winners. Cost of 
entry will be the same as last year, $10, which will entitle the member to a similar 
discount to the Presentation Christmas Luncheon on Sunday 14 November.

In July, the Club has two overnight runs – the annual mid week “Christmas in 
July” to Kooralbyn Valley and later in the month the Murray Arundell leads a run to 
Warwick for the Jumpers and Jazz festival. 

The Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 15 August at the 
Mudgeeraba Club Rooms.  Written Committee nominations are required to be 
with the Interim Secretary by 1 August.  Please consider nominating.

The 2022 National MG Meeting will be held over Easter at the northern end of 
Lake Macquarie, just south of Newcastle.  Newcastle is only a day drive away 
down the Motorway or 2 or 3 days in classic MGs using back roads, so please 

consider attending. Contact Stuart about accommodation.
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The completion of the refurbishment of my Y Tourers Jackall self-jacking system 
did not happen in time for the All British Day as on picking up my Y Tourer from the 
upholsterers, a metal on metal sound was heard coming from the motor.  On pulling 
the head off, I found a mis-shaped washer which must have fallen into the intake 
manifold whilst trying to sort out excess air sucking around the carbies and manifold.  

To complete the refurbishment of the ‘Jackall’ jacking rams, I need to replace the 
seals in all four rams.  The rubber seals have a 25mm ID and a 40mm OD and need 
to go inside the flanges which have an opening of only 25mm.  Following the advice 
of a German Y Type owner, I had made a metal funnel into which I pushed the seals, 
using my vice and sockets, so the seals got small enough to slip into the flanges.

In my report in the last The Time Machine issue, I made mention of fitting seat belts.  
I have now  determined that I need to add inner and outer chassis extensions to 
the chassis rails under the seats to which I can attach seat belts. 

Lastly, your membership fee is due in early, please do not pay until after 1 July as 
this will help the Treasurer in providing the Annual Financial Report.

Yours in MGing
Stuart Duncan
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Tweed and Devonshire Tea
Unfortunately Sunday March 28 LSIM run had to be postponed due to flood 
damage in northern NSW so a Devonshire Tea Run was quickly organised by 
John and Kate Careless with the assistance of Teavine House in the Tallebudgerra 
Valley. 

A bridge and three 
causeways damaged, 
three roads flooded and 
a rock slide would not 
normally deter our intrepid 
MGers but the opportunity 
to go to Devonshire Tea instead easily won out. 
Tweed was the dress standard for the day and 
rightfully the woolly garment was worn sparingly as 
it was a beautiful Queensland sunny day. 

Twenty nine members scoffed Devonshire Tea and 
scones (some Twitter followers of influencer Marie 
Antoinette even ate cake!) before a handful of 
MGs headed for a run up the Valley. Unfortunately 
Grahame and Liz Werrell’s MGB’s kill switch died, 
which seems a bit ironic. David Godwin squeezed 
into the back parcel shelf (hood on) and deduced that 
bolting the two leads running to the switch could be 
joined and the car would start. With no tools available 
RACQ came to the rescue and performed the task.

The LSIM Cross Border Run that 
was supposed to see a Queensland 
invasion of NSW will be run at a 
future date. It may depend on the 
State of Origin outcome as to how 
well the Queensland contingent is 
received. 

John Careless
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MID-WEEK RUN April 14
On a beautiful autumn morning 42 persons in 12 MGs, one large American LTD 
Sedan and a smattering of daily drives met at Arthur  Earle Park at Nerang for the 
‘Mountain to the Bay’ run organised by John and Colleen Boyce.  This was the first 
mid-week run Liz and I have been on for about twelve months due to illness and 
Covid restrictions, and boy did that show when it came to following instructions 
even though John and Colleen had prepared well set out and detailed run sheets. 

However, I am pleased to 
say that we were not the 
only ones to ‘miss a turn’ 
and as Andrew Allen told 
me he and Jeff Wicks had 
reached the morning tea 
stop at North Tamborine 
before others arrived 
having had help from 
the appropriate app on 
a mobile phone.  During 
the stop Laurie Roberts 
conducted the raffle 
which was won by Verna 
Martin.

After morning tea we 
proceeded down the 
mountain encountering 
many areas where roadworks were in progress due to the recent heavy rains, 
and having crossed under the M1 we proceeded on to the Stapylton/Jacobs Well 
Road, and on towards Jacobs Well through the many sugar cane fields which line 
both sides of the road.  You always know you are in Queensland when you drive 
through this particular area, and it would be a shame if ever these areas were 
taken over by developers for housing or industrial estates.  It would not make for 
the same pleasant drive.
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Approaching Jacobs Well 
we turned on to Harbour 
Boulevarde and proceeded 
on to Harrigans Irish Pub.   
Arrangements for parking had 
been made, and after donning 
our masks we entered the pub 
and partook of one of the fine 
meals this hotel is known for.  

We could not have hoped for a better 
lunch stop.

We must thank John and Colleen for 
their organisation of what was a great 
run, albeit a minor hiccup on my part.

Jim Lutherborrow

Left - on 
the wrong 
side of the 
fence!

Right - Jim 
and Liz
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Coffee Run - April 24
We met at the Boomerang Farm for our coffee 
run the day before ANZAC Day. An enjoyable 
acreage with a 100 year old barn.  Weddings are 
popular there.  New member William Rowntree 
joined us there.  I liked his cap, it says XPAG!

We were asked to gather at the War Memorial, 
as the Farm is also an RSL, for a photo oppor-
tunity.  I thought the photos were going to be 
of MGs but instead our members were photo-
graphed.   
Carole Cooke
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All British Day - May 2
12 MGs turned up on a miserable day 
to the Gold Coast Antique Auto Club’s 
second attempt to hold All British Day 
at Mudgeeraba Showgrounds. It was a 
pity that it rained, on and off, as some 
lovely classics were unable to attend.  
As it was, Peter and I sat in the RV8 
because of the weather.  Still, the pub-
lic turned up and MG Club members 
came for a look.       Carole Cooke
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Cut off date for next magazine
10th July 2021

Articles, letters to the Editor and suggestions from 
members are most welcome

Email the Editor - Carole Cooke - cazcooke30@gmail.com

Membership: $70 per year (due June 30) - Joining Fee: $20 
per person

Membership forms available on our website - 
www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au

Payments made directly into the Club’s bank account MUST
include payee’s name as reference

National Australia Bank, Ferry Street, Nerang BSB 084 852

Account Number 14-920-3252

Account Name  Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc

Cheques to be made out to - Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc

It is a pleasure to meet new members, we hope to see you 
as regular participants at our many outings.  You will find us 
friendly, so just make yourselves known!

GOLD COAST MG CAR CLUB INC
The Secretary,
P.O. Box 1018,   SOUTHPORT, QLD, 4215
Email - goldcoastmgcarclub@gmail.com

Membership at May 2021
Active & Family 267  Life 8  Honorary 4  TOTAL  279

The Life Members of the Gold Coast MG Car Club are -
Murray Arundell, Rob Baylis, Carol Brookman (dec), Bruce 
Corr, Marie Conway-Jones, Jim Haines, Jim Lutherborrow, 
Phil Redding, Jeff Sattler



15

Pre 1955 Run - May 8
The very first pre -1955 MG run was a great success. The run was well planned 
for the “older” cars. It was T&Y type and pre war cars only out for a gentle but 
interesting run. Not too many hills and a very sedate pace saw the 6 cars all enjoy 
the run with no dramas! 

Bill Fuller drove his supercharged 1939 TB; Denis Land was in his 1946 TC, 
Marlowe Vincent drove her 1949 TC, Neil Godwin, Gary Stephens and Bob Payne 
were all in TF models. Gary Stevens (run organizer) led the group in a road car as 
his MG is still playing up.

The weather was truly glorious as we met up at Winders Park Currumbin. We 
sedately motored through Currumbin and up along the Tallebudgera Connection 
road through the greenery and sunshine. Then we took a short drive up a very 
pretty dead end road that was to provide a pleasant surprise for all.

We had not expected to cross two causeways 
covered in water. The concrete underneath meant 
it was super safe to cross but the water spray was 
delightful. The cars looked amazing. Thanks to 
Cameron for the impressive photos.  See page 16

The route home to the Clubhouse via Old Coach 
Road was gentle and all the cars handled it well. 

While we had been enjoying our drive, Lindsey 
Stevens and Madeleine Weenink had been toiling 
away preparing breakfast for hours. That job was 
made unexpectedly challenging as the power 
kept shorting out. They had to manage a group 
hot breakfast with only one power point!  Hats off to them as they provided a lovely 
breakfast to all on the run, plus the Club members who came to provide good 
company over breakfast.

A very successful run due to the effort and care taken by Gary and Lindsey. We 
extend our sincere thanks.

Kerry
 Walker
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Club members met the Pre 55 MGs when 
they arrived at the Clubrooms for breakfast. 
We had a very enjoyable breakfast outside 
on a lovely day.
Madeleine had some TC parts for sale too.

Our thanks to Marlowe and Cameron 
for these wonderful photos
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Midweek Observation Run - MAY 12
Let me say at the outset; this run was designed by either a person with a bizarre 
sense of humour or an Irishman. Turns out it was both.

What a refreshing take on a car club event.  It brushed away the cob webs, made 
us scratch our heads, and reduced us to a level playing field.  Well done and 
“thankyou” to the Simpsons. Why?  Allow me to elucidate!

We began with explicit directions from Arthur Earle Park to Ferry St, through the 
traffic lights and left onto the Beaudesert /Nerang Rd – distance of 500 metres. 
There were no further directions until the words “ Turn Right at Zara Rd.”

“Good grief” I exclaimed, in true Charlie Brown tones, “Zara Rd is Chillingham 
!” The next set of explicit directions was turning right into Tyalgum village for 
morning tea! We were guided into the road to Murwillumbah,  Baker’s Rd, then 
Stokers Siding Rd,  then the next directions told us to “Take the first exit at the 
roundabout!!”  Providing we were at the correct roundabout, it then made sense  
to cross the bridge to The Murwillumbah RSL for lunch.

In between this paucity of route guidance were 33 questions, the answers to which 
were only answerable, providing you happened to be on track! What a shout of 
joy from this navigator if I found the correct answer.  This meant we were on the 
right track.

The route taken was scenic in every sense of the word. There was no chance 
of nodding off, because eyes were fastened on possible answers to the clues. 
The avenues of trees, laden with moisture from recent rains draped their limbs 
down to us as we passed by. The villages were fresh and green, the mountains 
here and there dotted with cloud puffs.  Excuse 
me if I wax lyrical here, but wasn’t Mt Warning a 
wonderful sight, wearing a shroud of misty cloud, 
the matriarch of the Tweed reigning over the 
valley in all his/her majesty? The extinct volcano 
lived up to its aboriginal name of “Wollumbin”, 
meaning “Cloud Piercer”.

A great day full of convivial banter and driving fun, 
testing the old grey matter to the max. There were 
22 cars, most modern but 9 MG s.
Coral Cogszell
p.s. The Simpsons provided entertainment for us 
at Tyalgum.  We were intrigued by the tree lopper.
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MG Cyberster 
Concept 2021
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Coming Events
June 2021
P – June Mid Week Run South – Wednesday 9 June
Meet at Club Rooms, Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba, at 8.30am for a 9.00am 
departure. BYO morning tea and lunch.Please contact run organisers Annie or 
Barry Grey for morning tea and lunch destinations, and to RSVP, on 0428 
727 277 or the2greys@inet.net.au by the evening of Monday 7 June.

RACQ Motorfest - Sunday 13 June

Cooly Rocks On Festival – Weekend 12 – 13 June

P – Coffee Run – Monday 21 June
The June Coffee run will be on Monday 21 June to the View Café, Hinze Dam.  
Meet there around 10am.  To help with catering, please let Stuart know of your 
proposed attendance on lesley_stuart@bigpond.com or 0405 402 745 by 
Friday 18 June.

School Holidays 26 June to 11 July

P - Club Display Day – Sunday 27 June
The Club is waiting for Council approval to hold the Annual Concours and Display 
Day at Crocker Park, Markeri St, Mermaid Waters (opposite the Lonestar Pub), 
just off Sunshine Boulevard.

Pride of Ownership MGs will be judged in 4 classes: Pre 1956, MGA, MGB and 
Post MGB, whilst Concours judging will have an additional Masters classes, for 
those MGs that have won a Concours Class previously.
Please register your anticipated attendance and MGs to John Careless on 
rjcareless@gmail.com or 0413 250 005 by Thursday 24 June.

July 2021
P – Annual Christmas in July mid week overnight run – 7 & 8 July
This year’s annual Christmas in July run is going to the 4 star Kooralbyn 
Valley Resort, out from Beaudesert.  The cost is $150 pp twin share, includes 
accommodation, a 3 course buffet Christmas dinner and a buffet breakfast. 
Putt Putt Golf and Bare Foot bowls will also be available free for members. It 
is proposed the run out will be via Kyogle. Please contact Stuart Duncan on 
lesley_stuart@bigpond.com or 0405 402 745, if interested in attending.
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Coming Events

P - Points earned towards the Roger Thompson Tray. This is the found-
ing President’s trophy and is awarded to the most successful MG, 
namely we hope the car that earns its owner the maximum number of 
points by attendance at Gold Coast MG Car Club events.

Jumpers and Jazz Festival run – 15 to 19 July
The Run, other than participating in the 300+ car Grand Automobile Display in the 
main street on Sunday 18 July, will include runs out from Warwick. 
For more details contact Murray Arundell on mgarundell@me.com

Noosa Car Show – Sun 18 July

P – Coffee Run and Farm Visit – Friday 23 July
Roger Paltridge has arranged for the postponed visit to Freeman’s Organic Farm, 
618 Tomewin Mountain Rd, Currumbin Valley, near the NSW border, to be on 
Friday 23 July.  Meet there at 10am. Farm tour included. To help with catering, 
etc, please advise your attendance to Roger on 0418 450 003 or rogerpaltridge@
me.com by Wednesday 21 July.

Antique Auto Club Swap Meet – Sunday 25 July
Our club will have a stall at this local annual Swap Meet at the Mudgeeraba Show 
Grounds on Sunday 25 July.  More details will be provided on the website and by 
email closer to the date.

August 2021
P- August Mid Week Run – Wednesday 11 August
Denis Thomas is organising an overnight or 2 night run to Yamba in lieu of the Mid 
week run.More details in the next issue of the Time Machine.

P - Annual General Meeting – Sunday 15 August
The AGM will be held at the Club Rooms, Mudgeeraba, at 11am, please arrive by 
10.30am.  A lunch will be provided following the Meeting.  
Committee Nomination forms need to be received by the Interim Secretary by 
Sunday 1 August (14 days prior to AGM). 
To allow for catering to be organised, an attendance RSVP is required by the 
Interim Secretary John Crighton on johnhcrighton@hotmail.com or 0418 232 
093 by Wednesday 11 August.

Please consider sending articles and photos to me for the 
Time Machine.  Email - cazcooke30@gmail.com
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2022 MG National Meeting 
          Bulletin 1LETIN # 

 
Greetings to MG enthusiasts around Australia 
and further afield! 
With the 2020 and 2021 National Meetings having been 
cancelled due to Covid-19, we are thinking positively 
that 2022 will be a better year for us all and we are well 
advanced with planning for the 2022 National Meeting. 

You are invited to join MG Car Club Newcastle for  
“MGs by the Lake” 

15th to 19th April 2022! 
The event will be based around Lake Macquarie over the 2022 Easter Weekend. 
We look forward to welcoming you and your MG to this beautiful part of Australia.  
Lake Macquarie is the largest coastal salt water lake in Australia and is renowned 
for its beautiful scenery and variety of water sports. It is a city in its own right, just 
25 minutes’ drive from the centre of Newcastle. Lake Macquarie City Council has 
come on board as a major sponsor and we are grateful to them for their support.

All the traditional activities and events! 
All social events will be held at Club Macquarie in Argenton. A variety of 
accommodation is available close to the main venues, including 36 rooms on-site 
at the club’s own motel. 

Friday - Registration & Noggin n Natter 
Club Macquarie is just 5 minutes’ drive from the Lake, and is the venue for 
Registration and all the evening social events. There is ample space for Registration, 
Scrutineering and the Noggin n Natter including the Rocker Cover Racing. 

Saturday -The Concours 
The Concours will be held in beautiful Speers Point Park, right on the shore of 
Lake Macquarie, with a large paved area available on the off-chance of inclement 
weather. Speers Point Park features many shade trees, picnic facilities and one of 
the best children’s playgrounds you’ll ever see. Food and drinks will be available 
during the event, or there are many cafes and restaurants in Warners Bay - a 5 
minute drive around the Lake.  We are planning an optional scenic cruise on the 
Lake for those who aren’t directly involved in the Concours and want to see more 
of this lovely area.

Sunday - Speed Event 
Those with the need for speed will be able to test themselves and their cars on our 

recently extended and improved hillclimb at the Club’s Ringwood Park complex, 
an easy 40 minute drive north of the Lake. 
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Monday - Motorkhana 
The motorkhana will take place right alongside Lake Macquarie at Rathmines, a 
20 minute drive from Club Macquarie. This is where the famous Catalina Flying 
Boats were stationed during the 2nd World War, and the area is steeped in history. 
Competitors can be assured of interesting motorkhana tests to challenge their 
driving and navigational skills. 

Sunday and Monday - Touring Events 
Lake Macquarie will be the backdrop for the Observation Event and Kimber Run. 
Participants will enjoy the scenic landscape and interesting roads, and maybe a 
few testing questions to sort the field. 

Saturday and Monday - Social Events 
The Theme Night and Presentation Dinner will be held at Club Macquarie. As 
2022 marks the 60th anniversary of the launch of the MGB, we will be going “Back 
to the Sixties” for our Theme Night. Ladies, start searching for your old mini-skirts 
and knee-high boots, and men, dig out those flared trousers and paisley shirts (if 
you’re game!) for a fun time celebrating the “good old days”. 

Tuesday – Farewell Breakfast 
The farewell breakfast will be held right on Lake Macquarie at the Belmont 16 
Foot Sailing Club. The venue overlooks the sailing boats moored on Belmont 
Bay, a scenic 20 minute drive along the Lake’s edge from Club Macquarie. The 
Delegates’ Meeting will follow at the same venue. 

A Special Note about Accommodation 
MGs by the Lake will coincide with the Australian Deaf Games being held 
in Newcastle and Lake Macquarie, which will create additional demand for 
accommodation in the area.  The NatMeet website provides a list of hotels, motels 
and apartments that are convenient to most of the event venues, and we strongly 
encourage you to make reservations as early as possible to ensure you secure 
your preferred accommodation. There are 36 rooms at “Macquarie 4 Star”, part 
of the Club Macquarie complex, and these are expected to be in high demand. 
 To ensure you are kept up to date, please go to our NatMeet 2022 website, 
click on the “Express Interest” button and provide your contact details so 
you will be added to our email list to receive further bulletins and updates. 

 Contacts for more Information: 
Website - natmeet2022.mgcarclub.com.au/ 
Chair - Bruce Fraser – chair.mgnatmeet2022@gmail.com  
Secretary - Fran Hodgson - mgnatmeet2022@gmail.com 

The photos in the magazine have been contributed by Carole Cooke,  
Peter Kerr, Lesley and Stuart Duncan, Allan Ross, John Careless, Marlowe 
Vincent, Coral Cogszell, Roger Paltridge, Dave Burgess, Gary Stephens, 
Dave Godwin, Internet.
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New Member - Dave Burgess
Hi Stuart,

You recently forwarded me the club 
magazine and sticker and asked if I 
could drop you a brief note.

I’m 53, recently retired and this is my 
first MG. It’s a ‘72 MGB BL. I’ve named 
her Nellie after my grandmother. They’re 
two old classics, beautiful inside and out 
and I love them both to bits.

I’ve lived in Coolangatta for the past 7-8 years with my daughter, Lilli, who is in her 
first year of university and is pictured behind the wheel atop Razorback at Tweed 
Heads.

I’m behind the wheel In the 
photo alongside the Tweed River 
at Chinderah.

I’ll be making my first club run 
next Wednesday to Tyalgum and 
Murwillumbah. Maybe I’ll see 
you there.

Regards,  Dave Burgess

New Members
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to 
our Club and hope to see them participating in our runs.

New members and ‘old’ members, we would love to hear your 
story of how you come to have an MG.

David Burgess of Coolangatta with a MGB,
William Rowntree of Bilinga with a MGB,

Shane & Lorraine Goodwin of Broadbeach Waters with a 
MGB & a TF160VVC

John & Ann-Maree Doyle of Greenbank with a MGB GT
Paul & Lorraine Cleeve of Pimpama with a 1600 MGA
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New Members - Gary & Janet Stephens
You can blame Dave and Laurel Godwin for encouraging Jan and I to become 
members of the MG club last December. 

Having historic motorcycles is where I met Dave. I renovated a few, such as my 
1912 BSA and !925 AJS V Twin and I decided it would be a good idea if my wife 
would sit next to me and enjoy the love I have of older machinery. 

Started out with a casual remark of interest to Dave and next we were invited to 
test drive his collection of magnificent MGs. Started with a TA and after a relaxing 
meal swapped over to his MGB. Loved both of them and the hunt was on for our 
own. 

We thought the TA a little too small and not being familiar with these cars a little 
too far back in history. Finally found a 1955 MGTF 1500 in magnificent condition 
and fell in love with the sweeping mud guards so off for a test drive and a deal was 
done. The previous owner Rod Rogers was moving and he had restored it and the 
first picture is the condition on how he received it years ago. 

I’m jumping ahead here and thanks to Matthew Magilton giving me some history 
I can go back to the arrival of her in Australia 30th May 1955 on the Ship Sussex 
and sold to a H.J. Carter of 27 Perth Ave, Lindfield, NSW the next day. She arrived 
with 33 other TF’s but there might have been others delivered to other ports on the 
way. Having engine number XPEG 3927 and Chassis HDE 23 1088 means she 
was the twelfth last off the production line before they started on the MGA,so the 
car is as it arrived with correct colours and matching numbers. 

Rod, who I bought her from, 
continues. The car ended up 
at Abington Motors and had a 
complete mechanical makeover 
and was then bought by a 
Brisbane Gynaecologist for the 
short distance on sunny days to 
work and home. 

She ended up under the house 
for the grand kids to use as a 
plaything but not used for over 
10 years or so. 

Then Rod Rogers bought her home on a trailer and started a year long restoration. 
Years later he decided to move near his son in Sydney and so I became the next 
custodian.
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So since the purchase in December last year it has rained, rained and did I mention 
rain, not to also mention Covid Restrictions and the heat. We have driven her as 
much as possible and the only mishap has been a broken clutch rod on the first 
week near home, so not so bad really. Other than that we have been on picnics 
up and over mounts and along highways where she sits quite nicely at 55mph. 

We had a day meeting some members of the Club. Had Breakfast with Dave and 
Laurel on Mount Tamborine and driven to north NSW to restaurants and we are 
also looking forward to the Club run to Toowoomba which is coming soon.

Gary Stephens
 

    

Allan Ross and Brian Hockey at-
tended the Tamborine Mountain 
Rotary Club Car Show on May 
2, unfortunately the same day as 
the GCAAC All British Day.  This 
Show was well attended by 120 
cars even though the weather 
wasn’t the best.
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Preparing RIP for her Assault across 
Australia – Through the Centre - 2021

Other than the obvious preparations, like giving her a full service and checking for 
loose bolts and fluid leaks, two other precautions come to mind.

Preparing RIP for murderous corrugations 
and traversing soft sand…

Corrugations are very hard on the 
suspension, such as the springs, bushes, 
shock absorbers and shock connection 
points.

RIP has had a reconditioned set of front 
Armstrong shocks fitted – the type that 
has a lip seal on the shaft to reduce the 
leakage of oil from the oil reservoir. It has 
also had a pair of gas shocks fitted as a 
back-up, just in case that is necessary.The 
rear has new gas shocks fitted in place of 
the original Armstrong shocks.  I’m not sure 
if this was a good decision – only time will tell.

It is extremely important when fitting gas shocks, to ensure they don’t act as bump 
stops at the extremes of their movements, as this can destroy a gas shock in a 
very short period of time. I have checked the travel of the gas shocks against the 
full travel allowed by the axle straps and bump stop rubbers and the gas shocks 
operate within that range – just!

Regarding traversing soft sand, ground clearance and correct tyre treads are 
a consideration. Ground clearance can be increased by fitting higher profile 
tyres and adding spacers under the front coil springs and lengthening the 
hangers of the rear leaf springs. RIP has had 6mm spacers fitted to the front 
coil springs, raising the front of the body 12mm and 40mm added to the rear 
hangers, raising the rear of the body 18mm. This might not sound much, but a 
standard MGA only has 100mm ground clearance so an increase of 15% is 
useful. Once this was accomplished, the gas shock travel was checked yet 
again to ensure they had not become bump stops!

Soft-sand tyres for a 15” wheel with a wheel width of only 5” is virtually impossible to 
find, so the best I could come up with are 205/70x15 Centara steel belt Commercial 
tyres. Time will tell if they do the job well. They provide a further 36mm ground 
clearance than the standard 165/65X15 tyres.
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All that is left now is to pack the sensible 
items first – such as spare parts and tools 
- and to fill any spare space with winter
clothes and cosmetics…

Dave Godwin
Dave and Laurel are travelling with good 
friend and Club member, Ross Letten, who 
has done all the trips around the world with 
them in BlueB. 

The full story will be in the next Time 
Machine.

Roger Paltridge took this 
photo at the Parlour cof-
fee shop, Burleigh after the 
cancelation of his coffee run 
to an eco farm on the Qld/
NSW border due to rain.

Gary Stevens
and his Midget
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MG Y Tourer – Hood 
As you would have read in my President’s Reports, I have had no end of trouble 
with getting a new hood for my 1950 MGY Tourer made.

When I purchased the car from former member Will Charlton, it had no functioning 
hood, just a very rotten and falling apart partial hood and side curtains.  A few 
years later, I was able to purchase a couple of hoods and a half tonneau from 
Tony Slattery, a Sunshine Coast MG Y collector and former Club member.  These 
hoods were made of heavy canvas which only just fitted into the hood storage 
area when folded down, but they did the job until I could get something made. 

I know I could have bought a ready made hood, however as only about 900 MGY 
Tourers were made and there is only one supplier of these hoods, I decided I 
would wait and get one made locally.

Mid last year, I was made aware that Ron Taylor (recently deceased) in Gosford 
was selling off his parts and MG collection.  Among that collection was a 9m roll 
of ‘Speckled’ or ‘Salt & Pepper’ double duck hood material, similar to what is 
thought to be original material. This material is like a double layer of denim stuck 
to a central rubber layer.  The hood on the YT is twice the length of most MGs, as 
the YT seats 4, so a fair length of material is needed, especially when the material 
has thread pattern like mine. 

I then decided I might as well get it made as close as possible to the original 
design, and that is when I found there were no photos, etc., of original hoods. The 
MG Y ‘bible’ Let there be Ys by David Lawrence only showed photos and gave 
details of replica hoods which appeared to have been made close to original.  
From that publication, MG T Type restoration books and various website bulletin 
board threads, I was able to gather enough information to hand over to Jason, my 
upholsterer at AAA Upholsterers, so he could make a hood similar to what I think 
is original.

As mentioned in my 
February Time Machine 
President’s Report, in early 
December when I dropped 
the YT at the upholsterers, 
Jason found the hood bows 
were not symmetrical, the 
right hand side of 2 bows 
were about 30mm lower than 
the left side.  Jason spent 3 
days fixing the hood frames.   



34

liz@longstonetyres.co.uk
www.borrani.co.uk 

Hudson’s Yard, Doncaster Road, Bawtry, 
Doncaster, UK, DN10 6NX
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Due to Jason’s welding and 
grinding the frame needed 
another paint job, so I decided 
I might as well have it powder 
coated.

I subsequently took the 
car back to my work shed, 
removed the hood frame ready 
for sandbasting and powder 
coating in late January when 
the business reopened after 
their New Year break.

Finally, in March, Jason was 
able to make the new hood 
and side curtains, plus a full 
tonneau cover which is not 
an original part, but I believe, 
it will provide a bit of security 
when the YT is parked in the 
open.  The chrome strips, 
to frame the outside of the 
side curtain windows, which 
came with the hoods, etc. I 
purchased from Tony Slattery, 
did not fit properly together at 

their mitred ends. The YT’s chrome strips are longer than those on 1950’s T type 
cars and are no longer available. 

The Y Tourer hood has some 
interesting features, a double 
zipped rear window (I have 
had mine made larger for 
better visibility), permanently 
attached to the body at the 
rear and the hood attached 
to the rear bow with a fabric 
strip. The hood, side screens, 
full tonneaus and hood cover 
look very good, as you can 
see in the finished product 
photos. 
Stuart



36



37

HISTORY OF MG - PART 
23

1932 -34 K3 MAGNETTE
By 1933, Cecil Kimber had decided that the best way 
of gaining publicity for MG was to see the cars winning 
races.  Earlier attempts with four-cylinder types had 
been successful, but only on a ‘class’  basis.  Now, he 
concluded, it was time to build a much faster, more 
powerful, and more purposeful machine. 

Design of the new MG model, the K3 Magnette, 
began in 1932, and the first two cars were running at 
the beginning of 1933.  For the next two years only 
33 K3s would be produced. The K3 was built in Great 
Britain by MG in 1932 as a 2 seater racing car with 
a 1087cc supercharged 6 cylinder and a Wilson 4 
speed gearbox. 

Widely regarded as the best racing car MG ever 
made and the most successful 1100cc racing car..  
Won its class in the 1933 Mille Miglia and won the 
Ulster TT.  Discontinued in 1934. Press comments  
included: ‘The K3 marked the high point in the SOHC 
MG engine’. ‘The car’s steering is truck-heavy at very 
low mph’.  ‘The preselector gearbox takes some living 
to feel at home with and can be shifted with extreme 
smoothness and good speed, the clutch taking hold 
positively & instantaneously with a deliciously abrupt 
change in exhaust note.’

As ever with a new MG of this vintage, the K3 was 
a mixture of the well proven and the modern, the 
established, and adventurous. The chassis frame 
had a 94.2 inch/2.395mm wheelbase. This was an 
improved version of that already found under the K2 
Magnette road cars, as were the front and rear axles, 
and the massive 13in/330mm drum brakes.

The real novelty, however, was the supercharging 
of the familiar overhead camshaft six-cylinder, and 

From Top, Prototype Works, Prototype 3752, K3001, K3002, K3003, K3004, 
K3005, K3007 ,K3008
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From top, K3009, K3011, K3013, K3014, K3015, K3016, K3017

its reduction in size to 1,087 cc, for this was done to 
make the car as competitive as possible in the 1100cc 
capacity class.  The original engines were boosted by 
a Powerplus supercharger, though in 1934 some cars 
were supplied with a Marshall blower instead, and all 
cars were fitted with the ENV-type of four-speed pre-
selector transmission.  

Although it made to look longer by the use of the 
long wheelbase, the body style was really a further 
evolution of earlier MGs like the J4 Midget, for the 
cockpit sides were drastically cut down to allow the 
driver to flail away with his arms and elbows when 
controlling slides. There were no doors (the side 
panels were fixed) and the supercharger itself was 
mounted up front, ahead of the radiator shell, but 
covered by a bulbous panel between the front of the 
chassis members. 

The body itself was a narrow, as light and as starkly 
fitted as International regulations would allow, and all 
K3s were distinguished by the exhaust headers and 
the tail pipe which came out of the near side of the 
bonnet, and along the flanks. On the original cars, the 
big ‘slab’ fuel tank was exposed on the tail, with the 
spare wheel usually strapped in place behind it, but 
on later examples the tank tended to be hidden under 
shapely light-alloy panels. K3016 came to Australia 
with the exhaust pipes under the body as the owner’s 
wife who was navigator could not manage the side 
exhaust.
 
The power output achieved varied with the use to 
which the cars were put.  A ‘works’ competition K3 at 
Brooklands oval race track achieved 105 mph which 
suggested a top speed of 110 mph.  

At the Italian 1000-mile Italian road race, the Mille 
Miglia where George Eyston, co-piloted by Count 
Johnny Lurani, won the class and shattered all 
previous records.  Major Goldie Gardner achieved a 
speed record of 148 mph for cars up to 1100 cc. 
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PRICE AT INTRODUCTION : 795 pounds 
sterling.   Discontinued in UK 1934. Number built :  33. 
I worked in Italy and was able to fly to UK most years.  
My best mate Mike Hawke would collect me at the 
airport and I stayed at his home in Bradford on Avon. 
He was keen to track a K3 and as a Marine Engineer 
he travelled overseas.  K3007 had raced in Singapore 
and Mike went over to find it.  

His first break came in a wrecking yard as he found 
a trailer on 2 K3 wheels. Speaking with the Chinese 
locals, they said the wartime army commander was 
planning to take it back to Japan.  The story was that 
the MG racer was 
buried to hide 
it. With the aid 
of locals it was 
recovered and 
is to this day it is 
still in the Hawke 
family.

Peter Kerr  

From top, K3019, K3020, K3024,       
 K3025, K3026, K3027,

Jeremy Hawke in 
K3007 (above)

Mike Hawke’s K3 
Dossier

Photos - MGCC 
UK Triple M Reg-
ister, plus Carole 
Cooke & Internet

K3030  K3028
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The Trailer for Club Members to Use
Do you need to transport your car, for repair or to 
show, maybe retrieve it after a mishap or break down? 
Well, the great news is the Club has a tandem axle 
car carrier trailer which can be booked and used for a 
donation of only $10 per day to solve your problems.   
The Club Car Trailer is now with Ben Darke Ph: 
0418753220 Address is: 203 Mudgeeraba Rd. 
Mudgeeraba.

Free Hire Club Engine Stand and Engine Hoist
We have an engine stand and engine hoist for FREE use to any Club member. 
It will take the weight of a 6 or 4 cylinder motor and flat packs for easy storage. 
These are stored at the Clubrooms.  Contact  - TBA. 

John Crighton also offers the loan of a load 
leveller, which makes the task of manoeuvring the 
engine in and out 
of the car much 
simpler, as well as 
assorted chains, 
slings etc.. Contact 
him by email at 
johnhcr igh ton@
hotmail.com

Classified Section 

FOR SALE AND WANTED ADS ARE CHARGED IN BLOCKS OF 10 
LINES OR PART THEREOF

A PHOTO IS EQUIVALENT TO ONE BLOCK

ONE BLOCK OF 10 LINES ISDFREE OF CHARGE TO FINANCIAL 
CLUB MEMBERS.

ADDITIONAL BLOCKS ARE CHARGED AT $10 PER BLOCK OR PART 
THEREOF  PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C

A CHARGE OF $10 PER BLOCK IS APPLICABLE FOR NON MEMBERS 
PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C.

PLEASE INFORM EDITOR OF SUCCESSFUL SALES
Ads will be removed after 3 issues of TTM unless requested otherwise
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Australia’s dedicated MG 
classifieds site, Already there’s 
plenty of parts, manuals and MGs 
listed. Joining MG Buy Swap Sell 
is totally FREE, as is placing an 
ad. So if you have something MG 
related that you want to buy, 
swap or sell, you know where to 
go -BCCBSS.com.au

 General Advertising Rates
 Colour prices for 6 Editions

Back Colour Cover  $335      Inside Covers     $300      
 Full Page Colour $300           Half Page Colour  $180
 Quarter Page     $100      Business Card     $60
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For Sale
Something has gone wrong! I seem to 
have two MGTA’s and one has to go. 
Rita is a very original red 1937 MGTA 
which has been very reliable on trips to 
Canberra and Lakes Entrance from the 
Gold Coast over the past few years. It 
comes with numerous spare parts and 
a known history back to the 1980’s. 
Offers around the mid $30,000’s will 
be considered. David 0412029277

2003 MGTF in excellent condition, 
colour Tahitian Blue, under 70,000klms, 
log book. New battery, tyres, 
documentation of recent head gasket, 
timing belt, hose upgrades done, well 
maintained and cared for vehicle, has 
bluetooth radio, air bags, ABS brakes, 
alarm and mobiliser, power steering, 
electric windows, draft excluder. 
Registered until August.  Asking price 
$12,950 ONO.  Car is in the Gold Coast Region, Qld.  Sheila Roberts 0418717287. 
1960 MGA roadster, completed in 
Le Mans style. Paint colour Opel 
Crystal Blue. 100% body off nut and 
bolt restoration. Chassis powder 
coated, new engine and 5-speed 
gearbox. All brakes, lines, electrical 
replaced. Charcoal alloy wheels. 
Cost of restoration far in excess of 
askingprice. Price $65,000 Contact 
Gary Lock 0435 901150

1960 MGA roadster wire wheel car 
to be completed late October.  100% 
body off nut and bolt restoration, 
painted in BMW Mini Red with Honey 
Beige trim. New engine and 5 speed 
gearbox, and every mechanical item 
replaced. Will be a perfect Concours 
winning car. Price $70,000 Contact 
Gary Lock 0435 901150
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