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President‛s Report
Right on cue, Carole has been in touch, “suggesting” I write my report for the 
October/November Time Machine. Thanks Carole!  It sure seems to come around 
quicker as I age!

Anyway, Laurel and I - along with GCMGCC members Gary and Anita Lock, 
John and Marian Crighton and Jeff and Julie Wicks - have just driven 1530 
miles from Lands End to John O’Groats in the UK with 60+ other MGA’s 
from Australia, Bali, Madeira and the UK. Can you believe that 18 MGA’s 
hailed from Australia alone! Add to that number Robin and Linda Godfrey 
and Graham and Coral Cogzell who visited us (Derek and June Haynes and 
Steve Begley were in the UK but couldn’t meet us) and the GCMGCC was 
well represented indeed! Aussies could be seen at every crossroad en route!!!
Aussie; Aussie; Aussie; oi; oi; oi!

For those who aren’t sure of the details, Lands End is “almost” the southern most 
point of Britain in Cornwall and John O’Groats is “almost” the northern most point 
of Britain in Scotland, and people have been driving, riding, running, dancing the 
route for many years - often to raise money for charity but mainly because it is 
there!

Having had 7 days of “summer” rain the previous week, this 10-day tour has been 
wonderful - sunny, cloudy, windy and cold, but only a sprinkling of rain - so the 
hoods have been down for most of the crews.

Many, many friendships have formed - as they do when like-minded people spend 
so much time together - so bring on 2025, when the humble MGA will be 70 years 
old!

Out of interest, the MG TC is 70 years old this year, the MGBGT is 50, the MGF 
is 20.  Other anniversaries we have had the pleasure to celebrate while overseas 
are the Royal yacht Britannia is 60 years old, it’s been 200 years since the Battle 
of Waterloo (British conquered the French) and 250 years since the Battle of 
Culloden (English conquered the Picts - Scots).
.
Regarding Club matters, thank you again to the “old” committee 
members (John, Marie, Anita, Carole, Stuart, Mike) for offering to 
continue  serving into 2016 and to the “new” committee members (Gary 
Stevens, Robbie Baylis, Gary Lock, Peter Kerr) for offering to help make a 
difference. I trust and hope that the members will appreciate the gesture.
Also, as Christmas draws near, your able VP has organised a number of special 
events, so do take advantage of them before the heat of summer arrives with a 

vengeance. Of special importance is the Presentation Lunch, where members 
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are rewarded for their 
contributions to our MG 
Club before you, their 
peers. Marie has something 
very special planned, so 
a good turnout is a must.
You will be so pleased you 
did!

Happy MGing...

Dave (Laurel) Godwin
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Cut off date for next magazine - Nov 15
Articles, letters to the Editor and suggestions from members are 

most welcome.
Email Carole Cooke - cazcooke30@gmail.com

Committee meetings: the fi rst Monday of each month 
at the Gold Coast Antique Auto Club rooms, Mudgeeraba Road, 

Mudgeeraba, UBD Gold Coast Map 48 A-B 18

Membership: $70 per year (due June 30) ($35 after 31/12) 
Joining Fees: $20  Membership forms available on our 

website -  www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au

     Membership at September 2015 Active      141  
     Joint   122   Associate    8  
     Life        6   Honorary     2     TOTAL    279

Payments made directly into the Club‛s bank account must 
include payee‛s name 

National Australia Bank  Ferry Street, Nerang
 BSB                                084 852
 Account Number            14-920-3252

 Account Name               Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc
 Cheques to be made out to - Gold  Coast MG Car Club Inc

It is a pleasure to meet new members, we hope to see you 
as regular participants at our many outings.  You will fi nd us 

friendly, so just make yourselves known!

GOLD COAST MG CAR CLUB INC
The Secretary,

P.O. Box 1018, Southport Qld 4215

Email - goldcoastmgcarclub@hotmail.com
Opinions expressed in THE TIME MACHINE are those of individual contributors and are not necessarily  

the opinions of THE GOLD COAST CAR CLUB Inc, or its Committee.
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The TC - Seventy Years in 2015
The TC was MG’s fi rst post war car 
to go on sale.  Cecil Kimber had 
got it right and this formula was to 
continue after his death. MG had 
that little extra desirability, so that 
owners and onlookers alike see 
MGs as classic cars.  MGs are in-
stantly recognisable, even to non-
enthusiasts, and are fi rmly within 
the ranks of true classics.   

Until 1945 MG had sold most of its cars at home, but from 1945, it found overseas 
markets for its products.  Fortunately, many allied servicemen (particularly Ameri-
cans), who had been based in the UK in the latter stages of the war, had fallen 
for and taken to MG sports cars during and after their tours of duty.  When they 
returned home, a demand was almost assured by these young ex-servicemen.

With all this in mind, MG took their latest sports car, the TB of 1939, updated it 
where appropriate, and offered their revised model, the TC, to the enthusiastic 
buying public as soon as possible. The TC went into production without delay.

Mechanically, the TC was almost identical with the TB.  Back in 1938 the fi rst  
1250 cc version of the Morris Ten ‘short-stroke-engine’, which had  opened the 
1140 cc ohv up to 1250 cc, was fi tted to the TB in lieu of the earlier TA MPJG 
1292 cc long stroke unit.  Morris had Claude Bailey of the design offi ce improve 
it.  By shortening the stroke to 90 mm, adding counterbalances to the crankshaft, 
and improving the cooling water fl ow, Bailey had produced a very free-revving, 
reliable, hard working unit.   So MGs were taking on a well-proven and reliable 
engine, one that even today seems at times to be unburstable.

The XPAG is really only one version of a whole series of Morris engines, all relat-
ed in one way or another.  The “X” in the prefi x indicates the Morris engine series; 

the “P” shows the engine 
has pushrods therefore 

Top photo - Peter 
Kerr (and Editor) in 
his supercharged TC

Left - Robbie 
Baylis’ and Murray 
Arundell’s TCs 
admire the view
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has an ohv unit; the “A” 
stands for the “short-stroke  
Morris 10 hp engine” indi-
cating its stroke is just 90 
mm; and the  “G” identifi es 
it as an engine for an MG.  

Two important changes 
were made to the TB for 
post war production.  One 
was that the width of the 
passenger cockpit was in-
creased by a claimed four 
inches to give a little extra 
elbow room.  Also, conven-

tional leaf spring shackles 
replaced the sliding trun-
nions which had been used 
in the pre war TB.

The assembly track only 
took weeks to be re-installed 
at Abingdon, and the fi rst 
production TC was pushed 
off the end of those tracks 
on September 17, 1945.

Immediately after the war, there seemed to be an insatiable demand for new cars, 
all over the globe.  Once the word got around that the TC was available, demand 
overtook supply.  By early in 1946, TCs were being built at the rate of over 100 
cars a month, and by the end of that year MG was making more cars than it had 
ever done in the 1930s – and all of them were of the same model.  By 1947 the 
monthly production rate was over 150 cars every month.  

Sales of 10 000 units in 4 years broke all previous MG records. 

US sales began in 1947, and Al Moss became attracted to the MGTC and was re-
sponsible for pre-delivery in California.  Modifi cations included turning indicators 
front and rear, plus front and rear bumper bars.  

Many MG TCs were raced and entry lists were fi lled by TCs across racetracks 
around the world.  An MGTC won an Australian Grand Prix, and became the last 
MG to achieve such an accolade.  Numerous future world champions cut their 
teeth and began their racing careers in a TC.
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The TC was the last traditionally engi-
neered MG with a front beam axle.  The 
combination allowed the enthusiast 
driver to gauge within close limits the 
speed at which corners can be taken 
at speed.  Today, the TC is recognised 
for these unique features – a pre war 
design built post war. 

PK

Above - Mike Killingsworth is aboard 
the HMAS Melbourne with his TC.

Left - Clipper Blue TC (Ethel) poses in 
an old garage  for Peter Kerr
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The MGB GT - Fifty Years 
In 1965 along came a coupe 
version of the MGB - the MGB 
GT, which had an attractive and 
functional closed version of the 
standard body. In appearance, 
the front end, front and rear 
wings, and doors were essentially 
the same as the roadster, but the 
windscreen was slightly higher to 
allow for a higher roof line on the 
car. The roof ran back in a gentle 
curve over the doors and rear side 
windows before sloping down into 
the rear panel. In the place of the 
roadsters small boot lid was a much larger hinged tailgate that provided access to 
the loadspace inside, making it one of the earliest examples of the now popular 
hatchback car. 

Inside, a small rear seat was 
provided but this was not much 
use except for carrying children. 
However, the seat could be 
folded fl at to provide a large load 
platform for luggage, making the 
GT a really useful two-seat touring 
car. Although the coupe bodywork 
made the MGB much heavier, its 
shape actually helped the cars 
performance by the improvement 

in aerodynamics the roof brought. This gave the GT a slightly higher top speed than 
the roadster, and also an improvement in handling since the roof put more weight 
over the rear end, but this weight had a detrimental effect on the cars acceleration. 
The MGB GT was not only a good 
looking car, but it offered saloon 
car comfort levels with a sports 
cars performance. As a result, 
the GT became very popular with 
those who wanted something 
more civilised than a roadster. 

   Top - Bev Robinson’s GT
   Middle - Bruce Corr’s GT

Right - Marie Darke’s GT
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Top - John McNamara’s GT

Left - Top - Cheryl Robinson’s GT
          Middle - Derek Haynes’ GT

Left -  Laurel Godwin’s GT
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 MGF Model Evolution - Twenty Years
The fi rst all-new MG for 32 years, the MGF was launched to critical acclaim at 
the 1995 Geneva Motor Show. Initial attention naturally focused upon the mouth-
watering technical specifi cations of this land mark car for MG: the Hydragas 
suspension, exotic electric assisted power steering, mid-engine confi guration and 
the award winning K-series engine that had been extended to 1.8 litres for this 
application (which on the VVC version had also acquired an ingenious variable 
valve timing mechanism). The styling of the car was judged a successful blend of 
old and new - with design cues harking back to the last of the MGBs, but with a 
stance that was uncompromisingly modern and forward looking.

As we look back now, we see what a superb piece of design the MGF represents: 
the essential stylistic elements endured with relatively few minor interior changes 
for six years and 77,212 vehicles (excluding pre-production vehicles) - before the 
F’s fi rst truly comprehensive face lift in 2002 to become the hugely successful 
TF, racking up sales of 41,635 units prior to MG Rover’s demise in April, 2005. 
However, whilst the MGF had been left essentially cosmetically unchanged over 
the fi rst six-year period, and the TF unchanged for its 3-year production run, there 
have been a number of special editions, new model variants and detail alterations- 
and these are summarised below:

MGF Facts

 The MGF was so-named because the ADO21 was called MGD during 
development and the MG EX-E covered the MG-E name nicely. Even 
though the MGD name was used during the development of the car, the 
media for once were wide of the mark when they speculated that the new 
car would be launched as the MGD.

 The MGF was not the fi rst production MG to sport a mid-engine – that 
accolade went to the MG Metro 6R4.

 The bore and stroke measurements of the 1.8-litre K-series engine were 
all but identical to the B-series found in the MGB – 80.0mm x 89.3mm 
compared with 
80.3mm x 88.9mm.

 Rover’s VVC 
system started 
life with piston 
manufacturer AE. 
Then the patent 
lapsed and Rover 
keenly stepped in.



14

Jim Haines’ MGF is judged

Below - Mid Engine of the 
MGF

Below Right - Under the 
bonnet
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The Display Day was 
held at Broadwater Park 
- here are photos from 
that day.

The winners will be announced at the 
Presentation Lunch - October 11

GCMGCC Display Day - July 26
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Above are our hardworking 
Committee members, John 
and Marie. Thank you for 
your help in  the organisation 
of the Display Day



18

Annual General Meeting - August 9
M e m b e r s 
that attended 
the AGM 
and enjoyed 
lunch after the 
meeting.  4 new 
members were 
elected to the 
Managemen t 
C o m m i t t e e m 
Rob Baylis, 
Peter Kerr, 
Gary Lock and  
Gary Stevens

A presentation was made 
to Madeleine Weenink 
for the effort she has put 
into the Constution Sub-
Committee and the By-
Laws Sub-Committee

Gary Stevens had a display of 
our Regalia. See page 39
for more details
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 Mid Week Run - August 12
Thirteen cars and occupants gathered at Jacobs Well for Bruce and Tip Ibbotson’s 
run to Boonah.  It was a beautiful morning, although the forecast was for possible 
showers in the afternoon.  The adjacent caravan and boat trailer park looked busy, 
people obviously taking advantage of the good weather.   Comments were made 
about the general increase in housing developments in the area and someone 
commented they were sure Kings School on Jacobs Well Road was not there last 
time they came past.

Jim welcomed new 
members Peter and Kathy 
Hinkins, driving their 
recently purchased MGB; 
and after the obligatory 
joke(s), Club events 
update from John Talbot 
and briefi ng from Bruce, 
we were on our way.

On Eggersdorf Road the 
view across the sugar cane 
fi elds to the range in the 
distance was lovely.  There 

were huge excavation works and buildings going on in Peachey Road on our way 
to Tamborine and we were amazed at the number of housing estates being built 
at Ormeau, Tamborine and the outskirts of Beaudesert.

Susan Kelman joined the end of the line as we passed the Canungra Road – 
perfect timing Susan - and Jean and Keith Bailey met the group at our morning 
tea stop at Beaudesert. 
 

A straightforward run 
through to Boonah 
followed. The countryside 
was looking a little brown 
after the winter frosts and 
westerly winds but the 
wattle was starting to bloom 
– would probably have 
been spectacular a week 
later!  Noticed quite a few 
Jaguar’s parked in Boonah 
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– perhaps the Jaguar Club 
was taking advantage of 
the Ekka Holiday.  Lunch 
was at the Dugandan Hotel 
and shortly after our arrival 
those members with tops 
down decided it was time to 
put them up as the sky had 
darkened considerably and 
sure enough we had quite 

heavy rain for approx 15 minutes.  We enjoyed an excellent meal with alternate 
drops, with the usual swapping around! 

Thank you Bruce and Tip for organizing a very enjoyable run.

Annie Grey

Mid Week Run - September 9 

It was another beautiful 
Queensland Spring 
morning when me met 
the ‘start point’ at the 
Hinterland Regional Park 
in Mudgeeraba.  A host 
of ‘Bs’ (as usual) and 
a couple of beautiful T 
series.  The sole ‘A’ (Bruce 
Corr’s) didn’t quite make 
it to the start line having 
encountered a fuel pump 
problem on route.  

Checking out David Flintoff’s new MG, his RV8
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Don’t you just love SU pumps!!  
After a couple of minor 
modifi cations to a wayward MGB 
throttle cable we were off!

As promised, we didn’t use the M1 
but travelled through a number of 
the suburbs adjacent to it to our 
morning tea location at Highland 
Reserve in Coomera.  For those 
of us who thought we would just 
follow the MG in front, the traffi c 
lights soon put pay to that………….
out with the reading glasses and start navigating!!  The perils of urban runs!

After a very leisurely morning tea (the locals must have wondered who this bunch 
was taking over their park), we were off again parallel with the M1 and crossing 
over to the Jacobs Well side before meandering through the cane fi elds and new 
developments to arrive at our lunch spot at the Saltwater Creek Hotel in Oxenford 
for a great buffet meal.

Many thanks 
to Marie (and 
Harry) Darke 
for a lovely run 
and a great 
lunch spot; and 
congratulations on becoming a Great-Grandmother and Harry a Grandfather on 
this day. 

Dennis and Mae Simpson
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Bushrangers Run - August 30.
Being my birthday you will understand the mayhem on that day. The plan was, I 
would leave from the Shell Servo, with Madeleine and her Mother meeting us later 
in Mudgee, there to join up with the main mob of some 18 cars at that stage. Ho! 
Mavis, man proposes but..........      

First to the 
a c c e l e r a t o r 
linkage on 
G r a e m e 
B u m f o r d ’ s 
MGA, a bit of a 
hand-me- down 
this connection 
fi nally gave way 
as we neared 
the approach 
for morning 
smoko. Ugh. As you would expect, willing hands were soon at work interlacing the 
broken linkage ends with bits of this and that; string, plastic, rags, wire, whatever. 
A brilliant outcome enabled Graeme to continue.

And then there 
was me, following 
the lunch break:

The earth 
positioning and 
stoppage for me 
and dear old 
Strawberry was 
noted as Tweed 

Coast Road, 
East Side 
Roundabout . 
Chinderah just 
south of the 
large BP Servo. 
Now here was 
a to-do. The 
r o u n d a b o u t 
was actually a 

circular road 
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going around bushland; you could not see what others were about; what you 
were immediately aware of was the hugely dense traffi c fl ow onto and through the 
RAB. Mind it was mid afternoon, the end of the holiday week-end, and hundreds 
of vehicles it seemed homeward bent. Ho hum Mavis and there is Weenink - 
stopped in the midst.
 

As somebody once said, such 
an event brings out the best 
and the worst in all of us, and 
so it was. The TC clearly had 
an ignition fault in the system, 
but with the muscle power from 
a couple of brawny Aussies, 
using their weeny pick-up as 
a barrier, we slowed the traffi c 
and pushed old Strawberry onto 

the road side. I have neglected 
to report that Madeleine and her 
Mother did not join us as was the 
intention; I could certainly have 
used their oomph.

And then like the fabled knights of 
yore came John & Bev McNamara 
with Trevor Jones & Amanda and 
I should give a huge cheer for their combined assistance. I had followed Trevor 
from the lunch break as, silly me, did not have a map showing the reaches to 
the South. Thus it was Trevor who fi rst got the ‘Get out of my way as I Cannot 
get out of Yours’! With four blasts on the horn from me. OK, Navy talk but 
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you never know do you? Trevor 
did the right thing and shoved off 
to his home nearby at the rate of 
knots, dropped off Amanda, and 
not without forgetting an order 
for milk from that Lass, shot back 
to the scene of Weenink and 
‘Strawberry Disabled.’ 

Meanwhile JohnM had parked ahead of 
the TC allowing room for a hoped for tow 
truck. [Bev happily snoozing.] 

And now the fun truly began. Imagine, if 
you can, me trying to talk down Motoring 
Organisations  by my weeny Samsung, a 
thousand hair brained motorists hurtling 
around the round-about hell bent to get 
home fast. The noise is frenetic. AND 
THEN come the motor cyclists. I tell you 
Mavis I was strung right out of my mind. 
None of the good old days Hortons and 
BSAs and Vincents and Matchless and 
Aerials, just huge things roaring down the highways. Ugh Mavis, takes me back to 
the Square Fours and Jag XK120’s - the Golden Years you might say.

So all came to an end as most things usually do. The various people-of-high-
order turned up from NSW 
and QLD, made their pitch 
and motored on.

Then came the cross-over 
between the NRMA [where 
we had succumbed] and 
the RACQ [whence we 
wished to go to!]. All these 
fellows had to do their 
thing, and all I wanted to 
do was get the TC and me 
home.

Now here was when John 
McNamara showed his true assistance, as for the life of me as a long passed 

but still KIWI, I had problems with the messages exiting from the phone-piece 

Free range chooks aplenty at Clarrie Hall Dam
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during this terrible highway cacophony. 
John took the hearing device from me and with extraordinary ease talked to these 
fellows. I have to say I was impressed.

So the various vans, tow trucks came 
and went, and at last we were vetted to 
go north!!

I cannot speak more highly about 
these MG fellows who gave more than 
assistance to a fellow club member.

And yes it was a beautiful day, a gorgeous 
 day, with lovely people and all thanks to 
Brian and  Gillian who made it work.

Neil W

We surprised Neil with a birthday cake at 
the morning tea spot at Clarrie Hall Dam
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for
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MIDWEEK RUN - October 14
Meet 8.30am for a 9.00 am start at Schuster Park, Tallebudgera. 
Turn off Tallebudgera Creek Road into Heather Street (UBD Map 
70 A1). Drive into the park entrance and around to the bar-b-que 
area. Bar-b-ques are available for breakfast for our early risers. 
BYO morning tea and lunch
Contact John and Kate Careless 0413250005

Coming 

Gold Coast MG Car Club & the Gold Antique Auto Club 
Coast are having a combined run to the RAAF Amberley Aviation 
Heritage Centre on Sunday October 18. 
Entry to the Aviation Heritage Centre is a gold coin donation. 
BYO  Morning Tea. Lunch is at the Raceview Tavern at a cost 
of $12.90 for Seniors and $14.90 for others. It is a buffet roast 
or cold meat and salad. We need to know the number of people 
going to the Heritage Centre and Lunch to John Talbot on 07 
55789972 or email ejohntalbot@hotmail.com  
Also I need your email address to send you a Aviation 
Heritage Centre form to fi ll in [It is 1 form per car] which you 
need to bring on the day with photo ID for everyone over 16years 
of age.[It is for security at the main gate - no form or ID no entry.] 

Noggin & Natter Night at the Clubrooms 
Friday 16th October 2015 at 6:30 for 7pm Start John Crighton 
will tell us all about the 60th Anniversary of the MGA Tour of the 
UK and the Australian Group tour of Europe Admission $10 
Chicken, Bread Rolls and Salad Supplied BYO Drinks. Numbers 
for catering by Wednesday 14th October  to John Talbot on 
[07] 55789972

Are you going on the Presentation Lunch at a Well Kept Secret 
Place overlooking a river SUNDAY OCTOBER 11 to see the 
2015 Trophies Presented. Be at the Clubhouse at 10:30am for 
a 11:00am Departure for a lovely drive through the  outer Gold 
Coast Suburbs. RSVP was October 1.
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Events

 LSIM Combined Run with the Gold Coast Sprite Club - 
November 29
We meet at Jabiru Island Hope Island at 8.30 am for a 9.00 am 
start. BYO Morning tea Club/ Pub Lunch  We will need numbers 
attending by Tuesday November 24 to John & Lyn Talbot 
Email letalbot@bigpond.com or phone 07 55 789972 

 LSIM Run to Celebrate 60 Years of the MGA - October 25
The MGA’s will go fi rst and the rest of us will follow. Meet at Arthur 
Earle Park at 8.30 am for a 9.00 am start. BYO Morning tea 
Club/ Pub Lunch  We will need numbers attending by Tuesday 
October 20 to John & Lyn Talbot, email letalbot@bigpond.
com or phone 07 55 789972 

MIDWEEK CHRISTMAS RUN - December 9
Meet at 7.30 am for natter  and/or brekky at Schuster Park. 
Heather St  West Burleigh/Tallebudgera.  UBD Map70/1A. 
9.00 am  Leave on run.  BYO Morning Tea.  Lunch as usual at 
Coolangatta Tweed Golf Club. All you can eat etc.  Numbers to 
Bruce Corr on bruce.corr@bigpond.com please by previous 
Monday night.

MIDWEEK RUN - The Jacaranda Jaunt - November 11
Meeting place Hinterland Regional Park, Hardy’s Road, 
Mudgeeraba (UBD Map 57R7/ 58A7) at 8.30 am. Leaving time  
is 9 am. BYO morning tea and there will be a  Club Lunch. 
Numbers to Coral and Graham Cogzell 0414989991.

 Christmas Party in the Barn at the Gold 
Coast Antique Auto Clubrooms, 238 Mud-
geeraba Rd Mudgeeraba (also our Club-
rooms) on Sunday December 6  at 3:00 
pm, Full details to be advised.

The photos in this magazine have been contributed by Carole Cooke,  
Peter Kerr, Dave and Laurel Godwin, Coral Cogzell, Dennis and Mae 
Simpson, Neil Weenink, Rob Gibb, Gary Stevens, Ian Cowen, 
Gerry Cronin,John Careless, some Club members I’m not sure of and 
the Internet
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MGA60 in the UK
Gary and Anita Lock, Ian and Pam 
Prior and Laurel and I entered the 
50th anniversary event “Around 
Britain Tour” in 2005 to celebrate 
the introduction of the MGA to 
the world in 1955. Now, the three 
Aussie couples are in the UK 
again, this time to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the introduction of the MGA - but with a massive difference. 
This time, there are 18 MGA’s from Australia and one would be excused for thinking 
that the Gold Coast MG Car Club had a hand in the organisation of the event! 
Our members include Gary and Anita, John and Marian Crighton, Jeff and Julie 
Wicks, Robin and Linda Godfrey and yours truly - in Geoff and Pam Barron’s 1600 
pushrods MGA, as they are in their Twin Cam - with Graham and Coral Cogzell 
surprising us at the start!

Gary Lock, Jeff Wicks and John 
Crighton line up before the cars 
are shipped to the UK.

Dave worked on his BGT 
before a 3 week tour through 
Europe with the Australian 
MGAs.  Bet he missed RIP!
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Some of the 
Australian MGA 
group at Goodwood 
enjoy a day on the 
track

Right - The 
MGAs are 
visiting some 
W o r k s h o p s 
on the way to 
Dover.
  
Below  - the view 
overlooking the 
famous Stelvio 
Pass
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 A Reunion at the End of the World
In August Linda and I completed another house move, this one being the fi nal one,  
to the Dying House, as my Dad used to call it!  Although that sounds macabre, if 
you think about it, it isn’t; we all have to decide when the fi nal move will occur.   Stuff 
that had been packed in January 2014 has fi nally been unpacked.  The MG has a 
proper home with its spares and tools all to hand complete with new workbench.

Our fi rst visitors were June and Derrick Haynes followed two weeks later by Coral 
and Graham Cogzell.  We had met the latter unexpectedly at Land’s End, at the 
start of the MGA 60th Anniversary Run, along with the Godwins, Crightons and 
Locks.  It was a memorable reunion.  The weather was perfect, the sea unusually 
glass-like and the celebratory beers excellent.

We only participated in the fi rst two days run, enjoying time with old friends and 
making new ones.

Our new home is in the small 
Cotswold town of Northleach, 
centrally located and close to a 
number of major cities.  It has all 
the important facilities including 
a couple of hostelries on which 
Graham will be able to report.

Unfortunately the nearest MGCC 
Natter venues are about 90 
minutes away but there are two 
local “all makes” classic car clubs 
within fi fteen minutes drive.  I met 
one member driving an MGA at a 
Steam Rally in the town recently 
and will be following up that 
contact.  At the Rally I placed a 
bet on a ferret race and won, the 
winnings being a bottle of Fursty 
Ferret beer, see attached photo.

We extend greetings to all our friends at the club.  We reminisce regularly, 
remembering all the good times we had and sharing our Australian experiences 
with new friends many of whom cannot believe our old cars make the long distance 
runs that we take for granted.  We don’t tell them the owners sometimes feel more 
decrepit than their cars.

Robin and Linda Godfrey
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A Poem by Coral Cogzell - to celebrate 
MGA60
The Cogzells went to England, The MGAs did too.                      
So Graham said to Coral, I know what we should do!          
 Let‛s go down to Lands End, When the rally starts,               
We‛ll get there by the weekend, When the group departs!              
So off they set to greet them. And give them all a shock.           
They walked into a pub. And there stood Gary Lock!          
When Dave Godwin saw them. He got a big surprise.                    
Laurel and Anita, Could not believe their eyes!        
The Godfreys and the Crightons. Showed up on Monday morn,      
They all set off at random, The MG engines roarin‛ !              
Graham was tailender, A few miles along the way.            
 They followed the Godwins, And shouted out ‘Hooray‛ !

  Following the Godwins

At Land’s End, 
is that really 
the way to the 
Gold Coast 
MG Car Club, 
as the sign 
says?
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Right - John and Marian 
Crighton

Below - Geoff and Pam 
Barron generously lent 
Dave and Laurel the 
white MGA. It is pictured 
with the Barron’s Black 
Twin Cam MGA
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Dave and Laurel at John O’Groats - 
END to ENDERS

En route to John 
O’Groats the 
LEJOG travellers 
stayed at some 
wonderful hotels

Below -  All the 
Australians!!

Travelling back to England, one stop 
for the Godwins is aboard H.M. Yacht 
Britannia - for tea and scones
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Overseas Historic Vehicle Surveys
Our hobby is of enormous size, but requires quantifying if we are to be 
successful in lobbying. Recently, we tabled two overseas surveys of historic 
vehicle ownership at the Transport Department’s Motoring Organisations and 
Car Clubs committee. The scale of these European and North American surveys 
enabled a very clear picture of the hobby in these locations, and also clearly 
had parallels to what we considered the local situation to be. 

Thus, in the absence of a similar nationwide survey in Australia, these 
publications serve a valuable role in communicating the characteristics and 
impact of our hobby to local decision makers.

The World of Historic Vehicles in Figures was published in 2015 by FIVA 
(Fédération Internationale des Véhicules Anciens), covering the European 
continent. Surveys were undertaken between April and July 2014, a mammoth
task involving 14 languages. This updated previous surveys, the fi rst of which 
was carried out in 2006. In 2013 FIVA decided to carry out a new European 
survey that would encompass each of the three ‘pillars’ of the historic vehicle 
movement: the owners, the businesses supporting the owners, and clubs. 

Close to 20,000 responses (covering 40,000 vehicles) were received from 
owners in 15 countries, while close to 1,000 businesses participated. In addition, 
over 1,400 clubs responded to the request.

Collation of the data received was handled professionally, with the results 
available early this year. In relation to owners, the key points were -

• 98% were men
• Two-thirds had a household income of less than 60,000 euros (around
$89,000 Australian dollars currently)
• Average owner’s age of 54, and 25% are retired
• Annual vehicle usage - average of 2484km
• Average of 2.2 vehicles per owner
• Have owned a car 13 years on average, motorcycle 17 years
• Use their vehicles 30 days per year (less than 15 days per vehicle)
• Close to 60% do their own maintenance
• 80% belong to one or more clubs
• Average annual expenditure of 6,500 euros on each vehicle ($9,600
Australian dollars)
• Average investment in a restoration of 12,000 euros
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It is estimated there are 1.5 million owners of historic vehicles in the EU

For the businesses supporting the hobby :
• Average of 4.5 employees
• Skills succession is a major issue
• Average age of owner 57, average age of staff 46

One of the key fi ndings of the club survey was the high level of charity support 
in their activities, with 44% involved in this at some time during 2013. 57.3% of 
clubs organized multi-day events in other countries, generating signifi cant tourism 
value. 63% of clubs organised at least four of these touring activities each year.
The full survey can be read at :
http://fehac.nl/wp-content/uploads/PDF/Diversen/14_11_17_fiva_mep_
brochure__ _rev__1_41.pdf

App for Heads Up Display of Speed
We, as home grown AUSTRALIANS, and as fellow car lovers, have created an 
app we believe every car owner will need and love. It costs 0.99c US, and is on 
iPhone and Android.
 
The app creates a futuristic HEADS UP DISPLAY on your car’s windscreen, that 
displays your EXACT SPEED using the GPS on the phone! If your speedometer 
is out or in the wrong units of speed (which is more often than not the case), 
MiSpeed fi xes these problems. This uses NO MOBILE DATA!

MiSpeed includes several simple, but powerful apps that was designed by fellow 
car lovers and enthusiasts to be simple, and effective, cutting the fat of needless 
features.

Please see this very short video that shows MiSpeed’s main function. (YouTube) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NprEPiRIELw

Here is MiSpeed’s page on Facebook to share your best nought to speeds, and 
other experiences. https://www.facebook.com/mispeedapp

iPhone: http://apple.co/1XwSgTT
 
Android: http://bit.ly/1Nb9b9y
 

Sent by Stuart Duncan
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Regalia
Badge – large sew on MG  $5.50
Badge – small sew on MG  $4.00
Badge – sew on GCMG  $9.50
Badge Pins – metal  $8.00
Car Badge – magnetic  $5.00
Car Badge – metal grill  $35.00
Caps  $12.00
Key Rings- 5 colours  $8.00
Mugs  $5.00
Polo Shirt - Club Logo (mens & ladies)  $35.00
Polo Shirt – MG Models (mens & ladies )  $32.00
T Shirt – as above  $25.00
Stickers – inside window  $1.00
Stickers – outside window  $4.00
Torch – MG logo and our www. Embossed  $5.00

Any enquiries or special request just pick up the phone and call me Open 
All Hours........Gary Stevens  5522 6735 home.

Top - Polo Shirt with MG Models        Below is T-Shirt with MG Models
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MGA EFI
What has been learned from this exercise?  Lots and lots.

I decided to attempt this project, since it was time for another challenge and I 
reckoned that I had most of the skills needed to complete it.  Anyone with the 
ambition and some of the skills already acquired, could make it up. There is 
always help about.

Fitting up an electronically controlled fuel system to an MG, is a modernised 
alternative to well prepared S U Carburettors that can work quite well.
Imperfections associated with carburettors can be overcome through a well 
programmed EFI system.

The optimum petrol to 
air ratio of roughly 14:1, 
depending on altitude is the 
basic fundamental.  So with 
carburettors,  the balances 
are never completely  
ideal under all driving 
circumstances at all times.  

An internal combustion 
engine always performs 
better on a  cool wet 
night  when the air is 
more dense.  In certain 
conditions an engine runs better with a richer mixture.
Whether the engine is running easily, or under load, or in either hot or cold 
conditions, or from cold start up, or under acceleration - these are variables that 
the pre-programmed ECU can be better programmed to manage  The optimum 
fuel/air balance provides better economy and less air pollution.

The ECU is permanently programmed. It does not change, as a carburettor 
can change.  It will provide pre-programmed ideal fuel/air ratios under all 
conditions set into the ECU. Its proper programming is an important part of 
the exercise.

“Mapping” the ECU is achieved through the use of a pre-programmed lap-
top computer operating in the car while the car is being driven, under varying 
conditions. And the settings then made into the ECU.

The ECU will provide easy starting and regular performance of the engine, 
since it recognises variable conditions through sensors fi tted to the engine`s 
- induction venturies - the cooling system - the exhaust gas analysis - throttle 

opening - variations in the spark retard/advance of the ignition.
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The Assembly Details.
The ECU used is an 
American unit.  It is available 
either built up, or as a DIY 
kit to solder up. I chose the 
latter experience, since I 
used to build wireless sets 
as a school boy hobbyist. 
There are Australian kits 
available. 

The ignition is provided by 
an American 4 Cylinder 
Ford system [Ford EDIS 4], 

It consists of a separate computer which reads the rotating position of a 36 tooth 
gear wheel. The gear wheel is permanently fi tted to the crankshaft front pulley 
Vibration damper.

There is a carefully located sensor fi tted close to the cog wheel. 
One tooth is missing from the wheel, so providing ignition timing to 
the EDIS. The initial spark setting is at 10* btdc and the computer 
alters this as the engine requires. The computer also runs the Tacho.
The coil and distributor are both dispensed with. 

The Throttle bodies need 
to be inch and a half with 
venturies to suit the MG`s 
induction manifold. 2 
Suzuki motor cycle throttle 
bodies are used and the 
injectors fit into these. 
Mounting these directly 
onto the MG induction 
manifold requires some 
fitting and machining. 
There is a common throttle 
link between the 2 throttle 
bodies - a`la the S U set up.

The ”A” “B” & “C” series of BMC Cylinder Heads have one intake port divided 
to serve 2 cylinders. With EFI, the ideal is for each throttle body to serve one 
cylinder only. Modern engines are set up in this fashion.   

There is a power supply, containing fuses and relays, mounted on the fi re 
wall. The main ECU is mounted inside the car, away from engine heat.
The injectors are connected to a common fuel supply rail.  
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It works under a constant 
regulated pressure of 4 
Barr. The petrol plumbing 
required to run the EFI 
is quite different to the 
MG`s usual fuel system.
Modern EFI systems have 
the High Pressure Pump 
built into the fuel tank and 
is therefore, self priming.

In this installation, there 
are 2 pumps since the 
original MG A unbaffl ed 
rather small capacity tank 
is still in use.  

The usual S U pump, works as a lift pump from the tank & supplies petrol to a 
cylinder with 5 outlets which holds about 2 pints of fuel. This “swirl pot”, works as a 
separate anti-surge reserve, so providing an air free constant supply of fuel to the 
inlet of the High Pressure Pump. At start up, both pumps operate. They are quite 
audible for a second or two.  

These are controlled by the ECU and operate intermittantly as the fuel is used.   
There is a dedicated return fuel line, returning surplus fuel from the injector fuel 
rail valve, to the tank. So fuel is continually going to the engine, and the surplus 
fuel returns to the tank. 

In a normally aspirated engine using pump fuel, the EFI system just does the 
job that much better. If however, the engine is turbo or super charged and if 
different high output fuels are being used, then a well set up EFI system will 
maximise performance and at the same time save expensive engine damage 
through sudden lean mixtures or poor spark control.

In the picture, the aluminium high pressure rail is quite noticeable. The 
throttle bodies intakes were easily altered to mount the original MG A air 
cleaners. There is not much space available under the bonnet of an MGA.
Was the exercise worth the effort?     Yes   Yes.

Choke cables are annoying!! 

I am happy to assist with technical details to anyone building up a system. I had 
assistance from enthusiasts in America. It was indeed, a challenge. With a good 
outcome.

Nuffi eld
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Gerry Cronin‛s latest 
MGA project...

...when will it be on 
the road again
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Warning From Shell Oil Company
Please send this information to ALL your family & friends, especially those who 
have kids in the  car with them while pumping gas. If this were to happen, they 
may not be able to get the children out in time 
 
Here are some reasons why we don’t allow cell phones in operating areas, 
propylene oxide handling and storage area, propane, gas and diesel refuelling 
areas.. 
  
The Shell Oil Company recently issued a warning after three incidents in which 
mobile phones (cell phones) ignited fumes during fuelling operations 
  
In the fi rst case, the phone was placed on the car’s trunk lid during fuelling; it rang 
and the ensuing fi re destroyed the car and the gasoline pump.. 
  
In the second, an individual suffered severe burns to their face when fumes ignited 
as they answered a call while refuelling their car!   

And in the third, an individual suffered burns to the thigh and groin as fumes 
ignited when the phone, which was in their pocket, rang while they were fuelling 
their car. 
  
You should know that: Mobile Phones can ignite fuel or fumes 
  
Mobile phones that light up when switched on or when they ring release enough 
energy to provide a spark for ignition 
  
Mobile phones should not be used in fi lling stations, or when fuelling lawn
mowers, boat, etc. 
  
Mobile phones should not be used, or should be turned off, around other materials 
that generate fl ammable or explosive fumes or dust, (I.e., solvents, chemicals, 
gases, grain dust, etc...) 
  
To sum it up, here are the Four Rules for Safe Refuelling: 
  
1) Turn off engine
2) Don’t smoke
3) Don’t use your cell phone - leave it inside the vehicle or turn it off 

4) Don’t re-enter your vehicle during fuelling. 
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Bob Renkes of Petroleum Equipment Institute is working on a campaign to try 
and make people aware of fi res as a result of ‘static electricity’ at gas pumps. His 
company has researched 150 cases of these fi res. 
  
His results were very surprising: 
  
1) Out of 150 cases, almost all of them were women.   

2) Almost all cases involved the person getting back in their vehicle while the 
nozzle was still pumping gas. When fi nished, they went back to pull the nozzle out 
and the fi re started, as a result of a static spark from their bodies from sliding out 
of the vehicle . 
  
3) Most had on rubber-soled shoes. 
  
4) Most men never get back in their vehicle until completely fi nished. This is why 
they are seldom involved in these types of fi res. 
  
5) Don’t ever use cell phones when pumping gas 
  
6) It is the vapours that come out of the gas that cause the fi re, when connected 
with static charges. 
  
7) There were 29 fi res where the vehicle was re-entered and the nozzle was 
touched during refuelling from a variety of makes and models.. Some resulted in 
extensive damage to the vehicle, to the station, and to the customer. 
  
8) Seventeen fi res occurred before, during or immediately after the gas cap was 
removed and before fuelling began. 
  
Mr. Renkes stresses to NEVER get back into your vehicle while fi lling it with gas. 
If you absolutely HAVE to get in your vehicle while the gas is pumping, make sure 
you get out, close the door TOUCHING THE METAL, before you ever pull the 
nozzle out. This way the static from your body will be discharged before you ever 
remove the nozzle. 
  
As I mentioned earlier, The Petroleum Equipment Institute, along with several 
other companies now, are really trying to make the public aware of this danger. 
  
I ask you to please send this information to ALL your family and friends, especially 
those who have kids in the car with them while pumping gas. If this were to happen 
to them, they may not be able to get the children out in time.

Thanks for passing this along.
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Email to George Diggles, GCMGCC member - Peter Kerr and George had 
planned to meet at Queensland Raceway for GEAR Day and for George to try 
out the new supercharger in his ZB Magnette

Hi George

I wish I had read your email before I headed to Brisbane today.  I packed the 
TC last night and headed off at 5 am as I could see stars in the dark sky above.

It started raining around Boundary Road at 6 am so I ducked into Costco to get 
some juice and shelter under their awning.  I headed south but it was rain, rain, 
and more rain.  My TC is completely waterproof - it fi lled up with water and not 
a drop leaked out.  By Toowong it was really bucketing down and I did not have 
wipers on my sunnies.  I was the laughing stock in the commuter lines of traffi c 
which had stopped.  Decision time. I did a u turn and could now drive without 
being in a dead car park of commuters heading into town.  South of the Pine 
River Bridge was a big prang.  I counted 7 service vehicles which took over 
the inside lanes - plus tilt trucks, etc. The traffi c heading south to Brisbane was 
stopped right up to North Lakes where it was not raining!  I could not return 
south as it was all a dead car park anyway.  As I headed north, I wish I could 
have warned drivers on the opposite lanes what they were heading into. What 
a mess and I couldn’t wait to be home and warm up with a hot cuppa.
I am currently eating my packed lunch and some soup.

Next time George.

Peter had better luck at the 
Cootha Classic Hillclimb.  Below 
is my photo spot, until I was 
asked to move.  The Rebel, the 
oldest car there, did well and 
didn’t touch anything it shouldn’t!

Carole Cooke
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Celebratory photos for the TC and MGBGT
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Great News for 
Members  -
Our Trailer for Club 
Members to Use
Do you need to transport your car, 
for repair or to show, maybe retrieve 
it after a mishap or break down. 
Well, the great news is the Club has 
its own tandem axle car carrier trailer 
which can be booked and used for a 
donation of only $10 per day to solve 
your problems.

Bookings through Gary 
Stevens  07 55226735

Free Hire Club Engine 
Stand
Following on from the gifting of the 
car trailer we now have an engine 
stand for FREE use to any Club 
member.

It will take the weight of a 6 or 4 
cylinder motor and fl at packs for 
easy storage.

Its currently kept at my place, along 
with the trailer at Tallebudgera ,but I 
am just a phone call away.

If there is a more central address for 
members to pick up the stand just let 
me know as it doesn’t have to live 
with the trailer!!

One of the advantages of being a 
member of the Gold Coast MG Car 
Club! 

Gary Stevens
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Classifi ed Section 
FOR SALE AND WANTED ADS ARE CHARGED IN BLOCKS OF 10 

LINES OR PART THEREOF
A PHOTO IS EQUIVALENT TO ONE BLOCK

ONE BLOCK OF 10 LINES IS  FREE OF CHARGE TO FINANCIAL CLUB 
MEMBERS.

ADDITIONAL BLOCKS ARE CHARGED AT $10 PER BLOCK OR PART 
THEREOF  PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C

A CHARGE OF $10 PER BLOCK IS APPLICABLE FOR NON MEMBERS 
PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C.

PLEASE INFORM EDITOR OF SUCCESSFUL SALES
Ads will be removed after 3 issues of TTM unless requested otherwise

      General Advertising Rates

Back Colour Cover   $335    Inside Covers      $300
Full Page  $210         Half Page            $140
Quarter Page            $80       Business Card    $55
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For Sale

:For Sale: Black Ridge 200 Compressor. 
Model BRC-200. Very little use, and 
ideal for home use. New ones sell at 
Supercheap for over $200. Asking $80.00.  
Contact Gary Lock 0435 901150

2002 MG TF 120 AUTO. 
Well credentialled Concours Winning 
Vehicle, immaculately presented and 
maintained.  Starlight silver, black 
interior, Air con, Audio/CD. Travelled 
only 20,300km. QLD Rego TFO-120. 
Registered to October 2015. Outright 
Winner Modern Post 1980 Trophy 
at 2013 MG National Meeting. Full 
Concours history available. 
$18,500  ONO.  Contact: Robert Gibb. 
(07) 5575 2717 Mob. 0418 244 622

2002 MGZT 150 Colour Lemans Green 
One Owner 140000 kms  Regularly 
Serviced New Timing Belts and Water 
Pump New Brakes and Tyres New 
Interior Hood Lining Full Respray 
9/2013 and New Windscreen has Mud 
Flaps and Towbar 5 mths Rego $9000 
ono Phone Keith on 0414349918.

Wanted SU carbs  MGB MK 1 
suitable to restore. Sam 07 55391819 

Wanted 5 only 48 or 60 spoke chrome 
MGA wheels. GC.
Email mcpgr99@gmail.com

MG Midget 1970, 1275 motor. Red with 
black interior. Owned for past 28 years 
and originally purchased from Terry 
Gilltrap here on the Coast. Currently 
unregistered. Asking $7500. Phone 
Phil Walker 07 5572 3156.
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