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president’s report

Greetings All

Following the wonderfully moving service held for John Talbot, 
our past Club Captain back in March, I was left pondering the 
future of the Club in its current format.
  
I have always held the view that part of the responsibilities of being President of 
this Car Club is to promote debate in the future direction this Club should or could 
take given the fast paced change we are witnessing in our daily lives.

One such consideration is the acceptance that manoeuvring old classic cars 
around a modern fast paced city is becoming more diffi  cult by the day. The sheer 
number of cars using our suburban roads today is a nightmare in itself. 

The one upside of this it has, over the past few years, forced our Club runs onto 
country back roads. To such an extent we accept this as the norm. What we also 
must now take into account is the average age of the membership and what is an 
acceptable distance for car runs. 

Probably the best trip planner we ever had was John Talbot. John knew what  we 
wanted from a run. His ideal run went like this: We start with a meet and greet at 
a central location then start our run at 9am. Then we drive for a appropriate one 
hour run to a park for morning tea which should take an hour. Then have an hour 
drive to arrive at a luncheon destination at around 12-12.30 pm This was mostly 
a service club or pub stop. The location for lunch was designed for an easy run 
home as by then most of us were ready to put our feet up and relax. The total klm’s 
driven would be around 100-120 km. In the summer months the travel time could 
be shortened especially when temperatures exceed 30 degrees. 

So what has this got to do with the future of this Club you could ask. My overriding 
concern is that the Committee and route planners are providing what you all 
want. To meet the needs of the membership the Committee has instigated short 
distance Coff ee Runs. The two we have had have been hugely successful. Our 
idea is to have one a month with alternating days between a Saturday Run with 
the alternative a Monday Run. This rotation ensures that working and retired 
members may attend. All we do is select a venue within a radius of the city and we 
all meet for a coff ee. All you are required to do is let us know you are coming so 
we can give the venue notice on numbers attending.

Now a bit on the Brisbane National Meet. A good team from the Club travelled to 
Redland Bay for the Saturday Concours display which unfortunately was a stinker 

of a day. The weather was atrocious, the rain at times was horizontal, winds 
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gale force. But as they say the show must go on and it did. Judging was done, 
cars admired, chamois busy. I became so wet I had to purchase a Brisbane Club 
tee shirt otherwise it would have been a wet drive home.

As it turned out our Club members did very well this year. Les Clarke won a fi rst 
with his MGB push button series one. Robert Gibb fi rst with his MGA. Carole 
Cooke won with an M type Pre-War Class B. We had two seconds. Annemarie 
Paltridge with her MGF and Julie Gibb in a Modern TF. Jacob Clarke was 3rd 
in the Hillclimb and Motorkhana, plus wine some 4ths. Carole Cooke must be 
pleased that the Time Machine won a 3rd. She also won the Hard Luck story. So 
overall a great eff ort from our Club.

Whilst on the subject of Nat Meets. Back in November I booked 12 motel rooms in 
Albury, NSW for next years Nat Meet. If you want to attend let me know ASAP as 
most of these rooms are already allocated to members. The cost is $95 per night 
which includes a continental breakfast. 

That’s it for now so let’s go have some fun.

Peter Johnston 
President 
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march canungra coffee run

After six months of discussion, indecision and holidays, I fi nally got around to 
organising the fi rst, of hopefully many, Morning tea/Coff ee runs.

On Monday 25 March, 45 members, from all over the Gold Coast, Tamborine 
Mountain and Jimboomba, in 26 cars, of which 19 were MGs, descended on The 
Outpost Café, Canungra, for the Club’s fi rst morning tea.

As what I thought was a vacant lot next to the café, was being developed into a 
service station by the café owners, members parked their cars all over Canungra 
so the large number of MGs in town was not evident.

Stuart Duncan

4 MGs attended the Tamborine Mountain Show – Show and Shine Display on 
a damp Saturday, March 16th.
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john talbot remembrance run  
sunday 31st march

A large turnout of 28 cars came to pay their respects to our well loved and respected 
Club Captain after his sudden passing.  These included Les and Diana Parry from 
the Sunshine Coast who had joined John on many of his longer runs away.  Our 
President called for a minute’s silence and afterwards announced that our Club 
will take up to a year to decide what direction a memorial to John should take.

We then set off  on a familiar route up over Tomewin to Murwillumbah. We we 
surprised at the amount of runners that were heading up and down that mountain. 
And not one of them were being chased?  The air was clear and the countryside 
was green...lovely.

We arrived at Knox Park and headed to our usual rotunda to fi nd John and Bev 
McNamara waiting for us. Actually they had been waiting over an hour as when 
Gary told them what time we would arrive he forgot to mention it was Queensland 
time!!  By sheer force of numbers we managed to move on some colourful 
residents who were astounded that we “oldies” were having so much fun.

 At Knox Park
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Off  down the old Pacifi c highway towards Ocean Shores. Now there are two 
entries to Ocean Shores and MGs were heading in all directions.  Those of us 
who did fi nd the right way were rewarded by a spectacular view from Devine Hill, 
all the way down to Byron Bay and up the Tweed Coast.

Lunch was at the Brunswick Heads 
Bowls Club. The food was good and 
the company great.  Thanks Gary 
and Lindsey for organizing such a 
pleasant day.

Just a side note....we who have 
lived in big cities are used to the 
more regimented way of life and 
time pressures so I was delighted 
to read on the bowls club notice 
board that the AGM was to be held 
on Saturday at 1.15...ish.

Moya & Jim Haines 

Barry Bauman 
- I am sure I 
can beat him 
to the Church
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midweek run - 10th april
 
Under somewhat gloomy skies with a forecast of ’occasional’ showers MGers in a 
total of 20 cars met at Winders Park, Currumbin, for the April Midweek run, being 
a ‘Fish & Chips’ run organised by Peter Coleman.  Although Peter had recently 
been in ill health, he was able to attend to be our host.

After the usual banter and announcements 
we set off  through the Currumbin Valley then 
over Tomewin Mountain to Murwillumbah then 
on through Uki on the Kyogle Road to Doon 
Doon Road and Crams Farm for our morning 
tea stop.  Its been a while since we visited 
this venue and the roads leading there could 
have been especially designed for MG driving.  
Most enyoyable.

At morning tea Stuart Duncan passed on 
some legislation regarding Club registration 
requirements and the usage of cars registered 
under this scheme, with individual members 
basically being required to conform with what 
is now required by Law.  During the break Kay 
and Laurie conducted the raffl  e which was won 
by Laurie. A popular win too.

After morning tea we proceeded back through 
Uki then through Stokers Siding and on to the 

Tweed Valley Way.  At Wooyung 
we turned to cross the old bridge 
then proceeded through the 
cane fi elds to Pottsville.

It was after this that things 
became a little confused.  I 
obviously made a wrong turn 
ending up nowhere near where 
we should have been, whilst 
other runners made similar 
wrong turns and became equally 
confused.  At lunch Peter 
apologised for the confusion 
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saying he had set the run last October and since then there had been road and 
name changes of which he knew nothing about.

However, we all eventually arrived at the historic park on Kennedy Drive, Tweed 
Heads, and after a short wait our ‘hot’ and ‘cold’ seafood arrived. At this time light 
rain began falling, but not enough to dampen our spirits and prevent us from 
enjoying the seafood fare.

An enjoyable run overall and we thank Peter Coleman for his eff orts.
Jim Lutherborrow

We think of the Titanic 
as being a large ship, 
but look at it compared 
to today’s ships!
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rallye to redland  2019
The 50th MG National Meeting was 
held over the Easter weekend at the 
bayside suburb of Redlands overlooking 
beautiful Morton Bay. The whole 
meeting was wonderfully organised by 
the Queensland centre and apart from 
the rain, ran like clockwork. 

Congratulations must go to every one of 
the Queensland club for making all the 
compediters welcome. Our entrants 
were Carole Cooke, Robert and Julie 
Gibb, Leslie and Jacob Clarke, Roger 
and Annemarie Paltridge.

Friday saw registration and scrutineering 
in the afternoon and the annual Noggin 
and Natter in the evening and our only 
entrant in the Rocker cover racing was 
eliminated in the fi rst round.  Saturday 
morning saw one of the best Concours 
ever seen at G J Walter park in Cleveland.  
In spite of the showers and rain was a 
very good event and it was made even 
better with the arrival of the Gold Coast 
members who also braved the weather. 
Thanks to all who came along. 

The results for the Concours were 
Carole Cooke 1st. Pre War, Rob Gibb 
1st MGA, Leslie and Jacob Clarke 1st 
MGB, Annemarie Paltridge 2nd MGF, 
Julie Gibb 2nd TF and Roger Paltridge 
4th MGA. Considering our low numbers 
of entrants this was a very good result 
and congratulations must go to you all. 
Saturday night saw a theme night and 
concours trophy presentation with a very 
good dinner and wine on the menu.

From top - Robert Gibb,MGA, Julie Gibb, 
FTF, Les Clarke MGB, Roger Paltridge 
MGA
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Sunday morning arrived with a bit better weather and a very slippery hill climb 
speed event at the Mt Cotton hill climb.  Results were Jacob and Leslie Clarke 
3rd and 4th MGB, Roger and Annemarie Paltridge 4th and 6th MGA and MGF. 
The highlight of the day was the run of the magnifi cent and very rare recently 
acquired MGK3 Magnette of Ross Kelly. 

On the Sunday was the very Competitive 
Observation Run in the Redlands and 
surrounding areas. Monday saw mainly fi ne 
weather for the Motorkhana in the car park at 
the Sleeman Sports Complex at Chandler. Leslie 
and Jacob Clarke were 3rd and 4th MGB. Roger 
Paltridge 8th MGA and again the MGK3 of 
Ross Kelly took part. Monday saw the Kimber 
run, also in the Redlands and surrounding 
areas. Robert and Julie Gibb, MGA, took part in 
a very interesting run which also included Mt 
Tamborine.  

Monday night saw the Golden Jubilee Dinner and 
trophy presentation evening. Tuesday morning 
was the Farewell Breakfast where we said ‘so 
long’ to our old MG friends and newfound friends 
until 2020 next Easter in Albury/Wodonga in 
northern Victoria.

 A big thanks must go to the MGCCQ for their 
wonderful hospitality and organisation of a great 
event.   
Roger Paltridge 

The oldest MG at the Concours was the fabric 
body M-Type of Carole Cooke. 847cc engine, 
boat tail. Production started in 1929.

Anne Pal-
tridge at 
the start  
for her fi rst 
time at the 
Hillclimb
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Left - Robert 
Gibb and his 
1st and 2nd 
medals
Carole Cooke 
with her 1st 
medal and 
Robert with 
the raffl  e 
prize, a lovely 
silk scarf with 
MG all over it

Above - Ross Kelly’s K3004
Right - Matt Spoljarevic’s replica Old 
Number One he is building with Hotch-
kiss engine
Below is MG SV, V8 carbon fi bre body, 
82 produced plus 4 prototypes



14

4 members of 
GCMGCC rep-
resented other 
Clubs they are in.  
Denis Thomas, 
2 MGBs, 
George Diggles, 
Racing Magnette 
(MGCCQ) 
and Peter Kerr 
RV8 (MGCCV)

Jacob Clarke gained 3rd in the Hillclimb and 3rd in the Motorkana. Our magazine 
Time Machine was 3rd after Victoria and Queensland. I was quite pleased with 
that as we are a small Club. Also Carole Cooke and Peter Kerr ‘won’ the Hard 
Luck medal after several misadventures.  Editor

Other MGs of interest. Below - J3, right -TA and 
Below right - TC special 
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Cut off date for next magazine
10th July, 2019

Articles, letters to the Editor and suggestions from 
members are most welcome

Email the Editor - Carole Cooke -
cazcooke30@gmail.com

Membership: $70 per year (due June 30)
Joining Fee: $20 per person

Membership forms available on our website -
www.goldcoastmgcarclub.com.au

Payments made directly into the Club’s bank account 
must

include payee’s name as reference
National Australia Bank, Ferry Street, Nerang BSB 084 

852
Account Number 14-920-3252

Account Name  Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc
Cheques to be made out to - Gold Coast MG Car Club Inc

It is a pleasure to meet new members, we hope to see you 
as regular participants at our many outings.  You will fi nd 
us friendly, so just make yourselves known!

GOLD COAST MG CAR CLUB INC
The Secretary,
P.O. Box 1018,   SOUTHPORT, QLD, 4215

Email - goldcoastmgcarclub@gmail.com

Membership at May 2019
Active 152  Family 119  Life 7  Honorary 4  TOTAL  282

The Life Members of the Gold Coast MG Car Club are -
Murray Arundell, Rob Baylis, Carol Brookman (dec), Bruce 
Corr, Marie Conway-Jones, Jim Haines, Phil Redding, Jeff 
Sattler



16



17

april coffee run
The Club’s second Morning 
Coff ee run on Saturday 27 
April was again successful. 
29 members in 15 MGs and 
3 other cars converged on 
the View Cafe at Hinze Dam. 
Members enjoyed morning tea 
and a natter whilst overlooking 
the Hinze Dam. President Peter 
gave a special welcome to new 
members Dale Hansen (MGB) 
and Colin and Pam Wood (very 
new ZS SUV).
 
Stuart Duncan
 

This actually happened to an Englishman, in France, who was totally drunk.
 
A French policeman stops the Englishman’s car and asks if he has been drink-
ing. With great diffi  culty, the Englishman admits that he has been drinking all 
day, that his daughter got married that morning, and that he drank champagne 
and a few bottles of wine at the reception, and many single malt scotches 
there-after.
 
Quite upset at his obvious lack of concern, the policeman proceeds to breath-test 
the Englishman and verifi es that he is indeed completely hammered. He asks the 
Englishman if he knows why, under French law, he is going to be arrested.
  
The Englishman answers, “No sir, I do not! But whilst we’re asking questions, 
do you realise that this is a British car and my wife is driving on the other side?”
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the tr3a and the blue tc
I bought home a ‘surprise’ for Gay.  
She was not impressed. A TR3A 
from a paddock!

The fl oors and boot fl oor were 
rusted!! This was a replacement 
chassis as the original one was 
mangled! With rebuilt running 
gear it looks impressive!! It looked 
like this after a lot of work. It was 
an easier job to complete, as 
compared to an MG, probably 
because a hammer and chisel 
easily took the car apart. It was 
easy to re-weld together again with 
new panels, while  mounted onto 
its chassis. The TR wet sleeve 
engine was an easy rebuild, too.

 I ran it for less than 2,000 exciting miles 
and then I sold it off  for $11,000 in 1972. 
It was bought by a public Servant - using 
accident Insurance money - he crashed it 
3 weeks later. The last I  heard of the car, 
it was in a shed up the Colo-Putty Road 
somewhere, owned by a freelance Journo.

The prepared  TR`s interior and chassis.  

  

In company with our trusty old blue TC.  In 
our Canberra days.

Below - rusted fl oors
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We used the TC for nearly 80,000 miles over 38 years of ownership.  
 Gay used to drive it to work!!
The red TC now lives near Brisbane - still new and unused.
The black TC is owned by a Club member. It has had less than 3,000 miles of 
use.
The green TC was purchased brand new, just re built with no miles on it - by a 
New Zealander and taken home. It featured in a JAL plane seat back promotion 
publication.    I have a copy. 

Always stories!!
Nuffi eld
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Plea
RS
for 

GCM
eve

P - Midweek Run - June 12
Your organisers are Barry and Annie Grey.  Meet at Arthur Earle Park 
to leave by 9 am. BYO morning tea.  There will be a Pub lunch, so 
please advise by Monday June 10 on email - the2greys@iinet.net.au

Saturday June 22 -Coff ee Run 
 Lower Beechmont - Stuart Duncan is organising.

P - June 30 - LSIM - TBA

P - Midweek Run - Christmas in July Run - July 10/11
Meet at Arthur Earle Park for 9 am departure.  Day trippers welcome too. 
Organised by Jim Lutherborrow.  Our thanks to Jim and Liz for being 
Co-Ordinator for the Midweek Runs for many years now.  We need a 
new Co-Ordinator please.We also thank Jim and Liz for ten years of 
Christmas in July runs.  We hope someone can take on this tradition 
which has been enjoyed by so many.

Monday July 15 - Coff ee Run
Pasture & Co, Eco Village Currumbin - Organised by David Willmott.

July 19 to 22 - Jazz and Jumpers
This Run is organised by Murray Arundell.  See page 21 for details.

P - LSIM Run - July 28 
Ladies event run by Marie Conway Jones - details TBA

Saturday August 10 - Coff ee Run
Calypso Bay Jacobs Well - Organised by Stuart Duncan

P - Midweek Run - August 14 - TBA

P - Sunday August 25 will be our AGM.

P - Sunday September 29 will be our Display Day

Please confi rm details on the GCMGCC website events page or 
check with the Acting Club Captains for details.

coming 
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The photos in the magazine have been contributed by Carole Cooke,  
Peter Kerr, L & S Duncan, Laurel Godwin, Barry Bauman, Les Clarke, Rob-
ert Gibb, Roger Paltridge, Ian Cowen, Pam Everitt, Internet

ase 
VP 
all 
GCC 

ents

P - Points earned towards the Roger Thompson Tray. This is the founding 
President’s trophy and is awarded to the most successful MG, namely
we hope the car that earns its owner the maximum number of points by 
attendance at Gold Coast MG Car Club events.

events

New Members
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members to 
our Club and hope to see them participating in our runs.

New members and ‘old‛ members, we would love to hear your 
story of how you come to have an MG.

Dale & Jacqui Hansen - 1970 MGB Roadster (ex Peter 
Johnston)

Colin & Pam Wood - 2018 ZS SUV

Please consider sending articles and photos in to me for the 
Time Machine.  Email - cazcooke30@gmail.com

Gary Stevens and David Willmott are our 
Acting Joint Club Captains until the AGM.

Membership fees are remaining the same at $70 and 
should not be paid until late June or July.

MG Motor is delighted to confi rm the marque’s fi rst ever all-electric 
vehicle, the MG eZS, will come to Australia and New Zealand. Arriving in 
ANZ in 2020, the new MG eZS is an all-electric evolution of the marque’s 
popular compact SUV, the MG ZS, featuring pioneering technology 
derived from parent company, SAIC Motor. Further information 
on this pioneering new model will be released later in the year. 
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blue mountains bumble
This run was an idea from Peter Johnston to be organised by John Talbot.  
Unfortunately John passed away and Peter Johnston was unable to attend.  
Murray Arundell stepped in to take us from 2nd May to 12th May on a very interesting 
tour. 5 MGs on the run, 
Mike in his MGA, Bev in 
her BGT, Faye and Ray 
in their BGTV8, Murray 
in his MGF and Robbie 
in his FTF.  I was with 
Caren in Meghan MX5. 

Our fi rst stop was at Uralla overnight and then 
to Gulgong.  We found both those towns very 
interesting. We then arrived in the ACT and 
stayed at Queanbeyan for 2 nights. We had to 
fi t in as much as we could see in a day.  Caren 
and I toured Parliament House and then the 
Botanic Gardens before going to the top on 
Black Mountain. We enjoyed seeing the trees
turn their autumn  colours.

All runs weren’t direct to the next stopover but 
through excellent MG country roads.  We arrived 
in Bowral for 2 nights with a day driving to Kiama 
to see the blowhole put on a good display in 
wonderful weather and we drove back to Bowral 
through Kangaroo Valley.

  At Kiama and the blowhole

We visited the NSW Rail Museum at Thirlmere. 
Really enjoyed it there and to see so many steam 
trains that have been saved as well as many other 
trains and carriages.  There was a roundhouse 
and turntable.  Great to see, with an engine doing 

a trial steam up.
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On to the Blue Mountains where we 
stayed for two nights at Katoomba.  Again 
a day to see as much as we could.  Some 
took the Explorer bus – get on and off  
where you want.  A great way to see the 
Blue Mountains area. Caren and I walked 
around the Three Sisters area including 
down (and up) those steep steps to sit 
under the ‘fi rst’ Sister.  We checked out 
other sights too.
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From Katoomba we went through the 
outskirts of Sydney to Singleton for one 
night and then to Tenterfi eld for one 
night before going home our separate 
ways on Sunday 12th.

Our thanks to Murray for taking us all on 
a great ‘Bumble’. 
 
Carole Cooke

Top down - Carole at 
a “Sister”.  A wet day.  
On one of the fer-
ries. At country pubs   
At a reconstructed 
house which the 
granddaughters re-
located and look af-
ter. Ray  did a ‘blast 
off ’ for the cheeky old 
lovely ladies.
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 mid week run - wednesday may 8
The day dawned cool and clear so it was a day for driving with the soft top down. 
We all met at our usual Nerang venue, Arthur Earle Park. The event today was 
going to be an Observation Run organised by Dennis and Mae Simpson.

A briefi ng was held and an outline of the day’s adventures was explained by 
Dennis. Although Dennis and Mae made it quite clear it was to be fun and a bit of 
a giggle, as the couples found answers to questions along the way some bright 
spark said he knew of a good divorce lawyer should any couples come to blows.
15 cars lined up and were fl agged off  at two minute intervals so we didn’t follow 
too closely and gave us a chance at looking for the clues.  David and Ruth Willmott 
rode “shot gun” to help any one in trouble. Our journey took us from Nerang down 
along Beaudesert Nerang Rd  and continued on Beaudesert Murwillumbah Rd via 
the back of the Hinze Dam.

As we ventured our way to the morning coff ee break at Murwillumbah we drove 
through what must be some of the most picturesque countryside at Natural Bridge, 
Numinbah and Chillingham. It was easy to forget to look for the answers as the 
scenery was taking our attention to the extent that some had to stop and do a U turn 
for a missed clue or two. Along this section the land had had some subsidence  and 
land slippage above the road which has necessitated  major road works. This  gave 
some of us a 10 minute stop. We followed our clues and into the Coff ee break with 
a very full car park, but we all managed to park and enjoy our snacks
.
Lunch now beckoned so off  we went via Tumbulgum and Dulguigan roads to the 
Tweed Valley Way and back through Murwillumbah,turning right to Stokers Siding 
and onto our destination,Uki pub. All the way sunny skies and wonderful scenery.
After a tasty lunch we waited for the judges decision…who won?  I have it on good 
authority that no amount of bribery would sway the judges so the winners were:

1st - Moya and Jim Haynes
2nd –Julie and Michael  Crookes
3rd – Annie and Barry Grey.

The wonderful Kay and Laurie Roberts  
sold  lots of raffl  e tickets and the winner 
was Leola and Allan Ross.

A huge Thank You to Dennis and Mae 
who put so much eff ort and time into 
this run which was enjoyed by all.

Gary Stevens.
PS.  No divorces recorded!!!!
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the cars : mgf and tf development 
story (pr3)
2 September 2018 Keith Adams 21 
The MGF and TF development story shows how the Rover Group created an 
appealing mid-engined sports car on a shoestring. 

The MGF showed genuine engineering fl air when it was launched – thanks to the 
use of VVC and Hydragas suspension.

The MGF and TF 
development story: full 
circle

During the 1980s Austin 
Rover was very keen to 
ensure that the MG marque 
did not drop out of the public 
eye. With the plethora 
of saloon models and the active involvement in motor sport, there was no way 
that the company would allow customers to forget! Of course, the only problem 
with this plan was that, in the mind’s eye of the average customer, MG spelled 
convertible – and no way would tuned saloons with red seat belts fi t the bill.

Austin Rover was working on proper MGs, and had been since 1984 with the AR6-
based MG Midget, but of course, these early projects were well out of the public 
eye. What the company really needed was a way of announcing to the world, their 
sporting intent for the marque.

MG EX-E: re-invigorating the 
marque

That is where the MG EX-E came 
into the story.

In the closing months of 1984, the 
decision was made to build an all-
out MG sports car prototype with 

the sole intention of being displayed at international motor shows and reminding 
people that Austin Rover was a forward-thinking company with ambitious plans 
for MG.

The new concept would also give the company the opportunity to show off  to the 
world what BL Technology had achieved in terms of construction techniques and 

aerodynamic packaging. The styling team, newly headed by Roy Axe, was also 
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given the chance to fl ex its creative muscles; Gordon Sked and Gerry McGovern 
would both very publicly make their names because of the success of the new MG.

It was Austin Rover’s Chairman and Chief Executive, Harold Musgrove, who 
ensured that the car was premiered at an international motor show rather than 
Birmingham – his reasoning being that Austin Rover needed to re-establish their 
image on the continent – and so it was: on 14 September 1985, a raiding party 
from the Midlands stormed the Frankfurt Motor Show with the startling MG EX-E.

Rebooting MG with a radical new look

What marked the MG EX-E out as being particularly signifi cant was the fact that 
the Canley styling studio had moved the MG name forward in one massive step 
– the styling was radical; being ahead of its time featuring a cab-forward stance 
and, like the ECV3 before it, a drag co-effi  cient of 0.24Cd. The MG EX-E also 
boasted a structure design that was similar to the ECV3, comprising of a bonded 
aluminium skeleton clothed with plastic external panels.

The concept allowed for a very lightweight car, but it was extremely expensive to 
employ in a production car – and the reticence of the company to commit to this in 
a production car was echoed in Gordon Sked’s comments: ‘It is a structure we are 
currently proving and clearly we wouldn’t risk the car if we weren’t confi dent in the 
system.’ This slightly evasive comment was somewhat at variance with the motor 
show PR-speak, which hinted at a production run. Sked again: ‘We have put a lot 
of thought into how it might be put into production.’

The engine dipped into the more exotic end of the Austin Rover Group’s parts 
bin: interestingly, the decision was to use the compact and light MG Metro 6R4 
engine in a fairly mild state of tune (250bhp) hooked up to its four-wheel-drive 
transmission.

High-tech inside and out

The hi-tech theme was 
carried into the interior 
as well. Much thought 
was expended on how 
to optimise dashboard 
ergonomics, and the Canley 
design team’s solution was 
certainly startling. The main 
instrument cluster was 
presented in digital form (as 
was the fashion in the mid-
1980s) using fl uorescent red 
LEDs.
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Above that, a head up display was projected onto the windscreen, which would 
show engine revs under hard acceleration and road speed when cruising – the 
idea being that only relevant information was relayed to the driver. Austin Rover 
even gave this system a remarkably self-important name: the “Refl ex information 
monitor”. Despite the title, the system certainly had benefi ts – especially so, 
considering priority warnings would also be relayed in the same way.

All in all, the MG EX-E looked like a remarkably exciting concept car – and the 
frisson of excitement generated by the merest possibility of its production certainly 
had the desired eff ect of boosting the image of MG no end. Roy Axe certainly 
received much praise for the design his studio had produced, and he summed up 
his pride in the EX-E by saying, ‘it’s nice to see a real sports car.’

Once the glare of the motor show lights had faded – work continued back in 
Cowley on a road going MG convertible – and one thing was for sure; it would not 
resemble the MG EX-E in any meaningful way.

F concept takes a bow…
Gerry McGovern’s MG 
F-16 was the fi rst MG 
project to follow hard on 
the heels of the EX-E. This 
delicious convertible looked 
reasonably similar to the 
eventual MGF but it was 
actually front-engined and 
front-wheel drive. The body 
formed the basis of the later 

PR1, PR2 and PR3 prototypes – and, therefore, can be considered the point at 
which the ‘F was born…
Between 1985 and 1989, work on a neat little front-engined two-seater convertible, 
called the MG F-16 showed that many within Austin Rover were keen on re-
entering the sports car market. The reasoning behind the car was simple: MG as 
a marque was ripe to be exploited, and what better way to do it than to develop a 
new sports car; something to fi nally replace the MGB?

Although, the F-16 was never much more than a rolling design study, fashioned 
in the sidelines, it certainly softened management’s attitude to the idea of a new 
MG-badged sports car. All the Designers were extremely keen to follow through 
the concept; especially their Director – Roy Axe.

The background to why the development of this car never really gained momentum 
throughout the last half of the decade can be put down to uncertainty over the 
company’s fi nances, the failure of the mid-range saloons on the market – and the 
Government’s keenness to farm out Rover to the private sector.
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Putting the sports car higher up the agenda

The new MG convertible was not regarded a priority in Rover’s forward planning 
and, although the F16 was advanced enough to have been mocked-up as a full-
size prototype, management approval was not forthcoming.

However, the idea never went away and given the right climate, a two-seater 
MG convertible would make a return. After the sale of the Rover Group to British 
Aerospace in 1988, the climate began to look more favourable, and many within the 
design team did believe that the F-16 concept could make the leap to production 
reality.

In 1989, there was fi nally light at the end of the tunnel and, thanks to the improved 
fi nancial position of Rover, the MG idea began to gain momentum right the way 
through the company. The pivotal moment in the gestation of the MGF came later 
in 1989, when the Japanese launched their modern interpretation of the Lotus Elan.

The Mazda MX-5 eff ect

Upon seeing the Mazda MX-5 for the fi rst time, Gordon Sked knew that the 
Designers had been right all along in pushing for a new MG convertible. It was 
obviously a bitter-sweet moment for him, and he has been quoted as saying that 
the MX-5’s announcement made him feel like crying.

There was an obvious reason for this – work on the F-16 had been underway at 
Canley since 1985 – and, had the company given the project its blessing, they 
could have had the car (or a derivative of it) on the market before the Mazda ever 
saw the light of day. Thanks to the MX-5, the world had now changed – for the 
better – but it meant that any manufacturer who launched a mass-market two-
seater convertible subsequently would undoubtedly be accused of jumping on the 
MX-5 bandwagon.

However, the MX-5 had appeared and, following the critical acclaim it received in 
the press, Rover management had no doubt that they needed to produce an MG 
to compete in the same market. The Mazda’s sales success in the months that 
followed backed that up… The MG was on!

From concept to reality

The fi nal piece of the MGF jigsaw was the formation of Rover Special Products. 
The raison d’etre of this division was simply to take on Rover Group projects that 
were considered too marginal for the mainstream design teams to consider working 
on. RSP was manna from heaven for the new MG, simply because it allowed for 
much in the way of fl exibility during the design process without actually taking too 
many resources away from the mainstream design team, which was busy working 

on upcoming Rover saloons and hatchbacks.
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As a result, the project was given some direction, and a commitment to production 
looked much more likely. An overall designation of, ‘Phoenix Revival’ (or ‘Phoenix 
Route’) was assigned, and in an exercise to work out what was the best route to 
follow in devising the new car, three subsequent MG convertible prototypes would 
be given PR designations.

Under the direction of Rover Special Projects division, the PR3 project was 
designed and developed by Steve Harper, during the fi rst months of 1991. The 
design theme, inspired by the TWR XJR15, was fi rst sketched in the January of 
1991, and then developed over the next month, in which time, the distinct shape 
of the MGF was soon established. Full size clay modelling began in March, and 
the ‘red car’ was fi rst shown to Rover management that same month.

Phoenix route options take shape

The PR1/2/3 exercise was an extremely astute one: outside contractors were 
used in order to keep costs down, and each of the three parties were given an 
F-16 body to work with and a mechanical confi guration to adhere to.

Within the space of a few months, RSP had received the fi nished prototypes from 
Reliant, ADC and Motor Panels, and serious evaluation of the road behaviour of 
each one ensued. Each car had its fans within the company, but it was decided 
that the best way to settle the issue would be to undertake and management drive 
exercise, in which the three cars would be seriously tested back-to-back.

One attendee was John Towers, who was there in his role as Director of Product 
Development. The exercise was most interesting, for all those that attended, and 
although the build quality of the prototypes was a little rough and ready in places, 
a good impression of each car could be reached.

To be continued

PR1 This was a continuation of the F16 project, being front-engined, front-
wheel drive. Motor Panels built the running prototype and based it upon Maes-
tro running gear, but using the 2-litre M16 engine.
  
PR2 PR2 was built by Reliant on a Scimitar SS1 chassis. Layout was clas-
sical – front-engine, rear-wheel drive and the power was provided by a 3.9-litre 
version of the venerable Rover V8 engine.
  
PR3 PR3 was produced by the Luton-based automotive consultants ADC 
and was a mid/rear design, echoing the layout of the Fiat X1/9 and Toyota 
MR2. 
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liz@longstonetyres.co.uk
www.borrani.co.uk 

Hudson’s Yard, Doncaster Road, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, UK, DN10 6NX
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history of mg - part 11 
 starting pre war & into post war 

MG is the company that virtually created aff ordable fun, British sports cars & 
attracted staff  who recognised these attributes.

Alec Issigonis was born in 
Turkey and  came to UK in 
1922, when he was 15.  His 
talent for drawing was quickly 
recognised and he studied 
engineering.  He also became 
a keen racing driver with an 
Austin Seven racer & was 
taken on by Morris in 1936 for 
whom he designed the independent front suspension for the MG YA which did 
not go into production until after the war for obvious reasons.. The MGTC was in 
production with its beam front axle into 1949, but the way forward was shown with 
the Issigonis independent front end.  My 1st car ever was an MGTD, which was 
the fi rst MG sports car to have this front end, which was standard on all MGs going 
forward in production at MG. He became Sir Alec and remained a consultant to 

what became British Leyland 
almost to his death in 1988.  
His front end was still current 
production after his passing.  
MG was one benefi ciary and his 
BMC small car design included 
the 1959 Mini which was utterly 
revolutionary. Photo 1 shows 
his Morris Minor & Mini.

Photo 2 shows new & old front ends. 

In a world starved of cars, especially sports cars, the 1946 MGTC was an 
immediate success.  The ‘export or die’ in the late 1940s saw a vast growth in these 
sales which had been starved due to wartime priorities.  Export to Commonwealth 
countries fi tted the government priority.  At fi rst deliveries to the United States 
were small but had increased so much by 1948 that the factory produced a special 
version for that market with bumpers and turn indicators.  However, there were no 
special left-hand drive versions produced by the factory.

By 1949 the ageing MGTC would need replacement by something more modern.  
The Y-type saloon was already being produced at Abingdon and this was much 
more up to date in design featuring independent front suspension, designed by 
Issigonis before the war, allied to a stiff er chassis.  
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With urgent work 
undertaken, the MGTD 
was built around a 
modifi ed Y-type chassis, 
and power improved by 
fi tting a twin carburettor 
version of the Y engine 
mated to a Y gearbox 
and YB back axle.  This 
axle was a hypoid type 
and quite diff erent to that of the TC.  The front brakes now had twin leading shoes 
and the steering was rack and pinion.  This MG lost its large 19 inch centre-lock 
wire wheels in favour of 15 inch bolt-on wheels.   This last change caught a lot 
of attention.

The new wheels were 
a lot more practical and 
modern, but wire wheels 
were part of MG style for 
sports cars, but these 
were not even an option 
on the TD.  Later on, the 
TF wire wheels were 
retrospectively fi tted to 

their TDs.  This still occasionally occurs even today.  TC owners also fi tted these 
smaller wire wheels for the modern look.

Along with the mechanical changes, and the styling alterations due to the adoption 
of smaller wheels. the TD acquired a wider body with more creature comforts 
and, more importantly, it could easily be built in either right or left hand drive to 
suit diff erent markets.  It was  in the export markets that most of the 30,000 sales 
of the new model were to be found.  The wider track, better steering and slightly 
softer suspension made this MG a lot more comfortable to ride in than the earlier 
models and was certainly appreciated abroad.

MG Y
Introduction:  England 1947.  Australia 1947
BODY:  Four-Door sedan and four seater two door open tourer.
ENGINE:  1250cc OHV four-cylinder
TRANSMISSION:  Four-speed gearbox, no synchro on fi rst. 
PRESS COMMENTS: ‘New independently sprung model from a famous sports 
car factory.’  ‘There is an initial impression that the Y performance is relatively 
indiff erent...but when the performance is checked by the stopwatch....the fi gures 
are outstanding for a luxurious 11 HP saloon’.



38

SPECIAL NOTES: First production MG with independent front suspension.  Open 
four-seater tourer YT introduced in 1949 and intended for export only
PRICE AT INTRODUCTION: England 672 pounds sterling.  Australia n/a
DISCONTINUED:  England 1953.  Australia 1953.
NUMBER BUILT: YA 6158. YB 1301. YT 877.
 
There is no doubt that the MGTD sold well overseas and the considerable numbers 
that still survive make it one of the cheapest of the traditional MGs to buy now.  
It was my fi rst car and I drove it every day to and from work from St. Kilda to 
Tullamarine near Melbourne airport along the Tullamarine freeway.  It was a very 
nice car to use everyday and cost me little to buy and run economically  

I used it for club events at weekends 
in motorkanas at Flemington 
racecourse, Rob Roy hill climb which 
was my MG club home track, plus 
many rally runs in the mountains 
out of Melbourne.  I drove it down 
and back to Torquay for summer 
holidays, carrying a surfboard atop; 
plus fruit picking at Kyabram, and 
visiting my parents in Ballarat. I 

often came up behind MGTCs and watched bits rattling off  them on the roads 
back then.  I followed the factory advice to increase power with larger valves and 
carburettors, plus raised the compression ratio. Twin fuel pumps were fi tted to 
avoid fuel starvation.

The factory added a Mark 2 model in production after TD/C22613 and the TD3 
engines were only fi tted to this model.  It had a Mark 2 badge on the bonnet sides 
and about 1700 units were produced. 

In 1953 new sports cars appeared from competitors such as the Triumph TR2 
and Austin Healey100.  The MGA  prototype ran at Le Mans but the MG bosses 
were happy to build the Austin Healey at 
Abingdon and would not give approval 
for  production of a competitive MG 
to the Healey. John Thornley was 
disappointed as he believed MG was the 
main sports car as it always had been. 
It had the racing history never matched 
by the others. and had world land speed 
records at Bonneville also.

Peter Kerr
 



39



40

The Trailer for Club Members to Use
Do you need to transport your car, for repair or to show, maybe retrieve it after a 
mishap or break down? Well, the great news is the Club has a tandem axle car 
carrier trailer which can be booked and used for a donation of only $10 per day to 
solve your problems.   The Club Car Trailer is now with Ben Darke Ph: 0418753220 
Address is: 203 Mudgeeraba Rd. Mudgeeraba.

Free Hire Club Engine Stand and Engine Hoist
We have an engine stand and engine hoist for FREE use to any Club member. 
It will take the weight of a 6 or 4 cylinder motor and fl at packs for easy storage. 
These are stored at the Clubrooms.  Contact  - TBA. John Crighton also off ers the 
loan of a load leveller, which makes the task of manoeuvring the engine in and out of 
the car much simpler, as well as assorted chains, slings etc.. Contact him by email 
at johnhcrighton@hotmail.com

Classifi ed Section 
FOR SALE AND WANTED ADS ARE CHARGED IN BLOCKS OF 10 LINES OR 

PART THEREOF

A PHOTO IS EQUIVALENT TO ONE BLOCK

ONE BLOCK OF 10 LINES IS  FREE OF CHARGE TO FINANCIAL CLUB 
MEMBERS.

ADDITIONAL BLOCKS ARE CHARGED AT $10 PER BLOCK OR PART THEREOF  
PAYABLE TO G.C.M.G.C.C

A CHARGE OF $10 PER BLOCK IS APPLICABLE FOR NON MEMBERS PAYABLE 
TO G.C.M.G.C.C.

PLEASE INFORM EDITOR OF SUCCESSFUL SALES
Ads will be removed after 3 issues of TTM unless requested otherwise
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Australia‛s dedicated MG 
classifi eds site, Already there‛s 
plenty of parts, manuals and MGs 
listed. Joining MG Buy Swap Sell 
is totally FREE, as is placing an 
ad. So if you have something MG 
related that you want to buy, 
swap or sell, you know where to 
go -www.mgbuyswapsell.com.au

 General Advertising Rates
 Colour prices for 6 Editions

Back Colour Cover  $335      Inside Covers     $300      
 Full Page Colour $300           Half Page Colour  $180
 Quarter Page     $100      Business Card     $60
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for sale
::MGTF 1954 ‘Daisy’ a National Concours 
winner for reluctant sale due to emigration. 
Nothing needed to be done, just got 100% 
RWC. Just fi tted new rear hubs, wheels, 
tyres and brake cylinders. The car is 100% 
complete and still original. Included in the 
price; Personalised number plate WON 
82. Leather suitcase with overnight car 
cover, dust cover, full workshop manuals, 
parts manuals and full car history including 
Concou rs certifi cates.  Garage equipment, 
pump jack, axle stands, spare parts, polishes, waxes, lubricants and storage rack. 
Shannons insured value (taken from Auction prices ie market value) is $49,500. 
I am happy to sell to a good home for $45K including all the extra items.  An 
excellent investment and good fun to boot.  Peter 0428444980
::Reconditioned Gearbox MGTF 1950s era. All new bearings and seals. $3,000 
Peter 0428444980

::1979 British Racing Green MGB for 
sale priced at $16500, registered with 
a roadworthy. MG includes Radio - Roll 
Bar - Cover for Roof  - Two Radiator 
cooling Fans - Spare Tyre - Brand New 
Original Electric Fuel Pump. please call 
or text B   0466536535 

:2002 MGZT 180 -140800 kms. 2.5lt auto, sunroof, 18” alloy wheels, interior dark 
grey leather and dove grey suede, colour Amethyst. (Dark blue with gold fl eck) 
Full service record.  No 
accidents.  Excellent 
condition. Asking 
$4.500. Contact 
Lesley McNickle on 
lmcnickle@optusnet.
com.au. 

MGTF Replica Roadster Purpose 
built steel chassis with side intrusion 
bars, engine Mazda MX5, colour 
green. Price $28,000.00 neg.
0411665747.  Allen Lord 
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