
In 1995 a group called 'Warwick 
Enterprises' was formed for the purpose of 
undertaking the restoration of the Warwick 
Locomotive Depot with a workforce 
provided by the Queensland Government 
through what was then known as 'Training 
for the Long Term Unemployed' (now 
called 'Work for the Dole').

During completion of this restoration 
project, the Warwick Locomotive Depot was 
renamed the 'Warwick Railway Precinct'.

The long term goal was to turn the area into a 
static display of railway equipment and 
memorabilia and restore 5km of railway branch 
line between Hendon and Allora (30km north of 
Warwick) to allow for the possibility of running a 
regular tourist railway on the line.
This mammoth task began in November 1995 by 
the unemployed people of Warwick and district.
In mid-1996, the group was renamed 'Southern 

Downs Steam Railway' or 'SDSR'. Warwick Railway 
Precinct became SDSR's home.

Importantly

Obviously even in the 21st 
Century racing a train along 
public roads, because it seems 
like fun, is not something that 
the authorities would look on 
too kindly.  As such we’re at 
pains to point out that we’ll 
not be sprinting along the 
highway trying to outrun the 
loco.  Instead we’ve set out a 
route which will intersect with 
that of the train and our cars 
will be handicapped to give the 
train a fighting chance.  

Our aim is to provide a 
great experience for the Classic 
Car drivers and the train’s 
passengers alike.  

Be assured 
that a fabulous 
Long Weekend 
awaits and we 
very much 
welcome your 
participation.

 

Woolf Bonato’s 1930 Race 
against  Le  Train  Bleu  from 
Cannes  to  Ca la i s  wa s  a 
legendary challenge. Already a 
two time winner at Le Mans, 
he  chose  a  route  far  longer 
than the train and still won by 
four  minutes.  He  was  then 
fined for unauthorised racing 
on public roads…!

In 2012 and 2015 a fleet of 
MGs took up the challenge to 
race  the  Southern  Downs 
SteamRailway’s  finest  from 
Warwick  to  Goondiwindi 
with similar success.  

Please  join  us  in  2018 
when  the  Pre-War,  T &  Y-
Type  MGs  lead  the  younger 
cars in this 200km challenge  

SOUTHERN DOWNS STEAM RAILWAY

Race the Steam Train to Warwick 
in your MG......

Gold Coast MG Car Club (inc)

The Great Goondiwindi
Train Race

CA R CLU B

GOLD COAST
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http://www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au/historical_info/loco_depot.php
http://www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au/assets_infrastructure/station_buildings.php
http://www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au/historical_info/goomburra.php
http://www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au/historical_info/loco_depot.php
http://www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au/assets_infrastructure/station_buildings.php
http://www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au/historical_info/goomburra.php


WHAT, WHERE & WHEN...

All aboard...!!!!  

The format for this event will allow 
participants opportunities to 
rendezvous with the train at 
designated points.  Some simple 
questions designed to keep your co-
pilots busy will be asked, nothing 
too taxing we assure you.  Clear 
Tulip directions will be given so 
participants will have no trouble 
following the route. 

Participants are encouraged to dress in a 
fashion that reflects the period of their 
car.  An award wi! be given to the best 
combination.

For further details contact:- 

John Talbot 

Gold Coast MG Car Club 0421 185 419 
ejohntalbot@hotmail.com

Please email John Talbot directly to register your interest. 

Accommodation: at the Horse and Jockey  (746610600) in 
Warwick and the Jolly Swagman (746714560) in Goondiwindi.  

You will need to book the accommodation directly with these 
motels.  Please advise John Talbot when you do so 

There are still a few details to lock in, hence the “Provisional 
Itinerary” above. However the dates are locked in and the train 

leaves at 8.00am!!

Provisional Itinerary 

Friday May 4th, 2018 

• 10:00 am Meet at Beaudesert for BYO morning tea.

• Lunch will be at Queen Mary Falls, 

Saturday May 5th, 2018 

• 08:00am Train & Cars depart Warwick

• 12:00pm Lunch Stop @ Inglewood

• 03:00pm Anticipated Finish Time & Commencement of 
Street Party which continues into the evening.

Sunday May 6th, 2018 

The train makes two return runs to Toobeah today.  
(Morning and Afternoon) It’s an hour each way by train and 
less for a car.  We race the train in the afternoon. 

The local school’s P&C will cater for lunch as a fundraising 
effort at Toobeah. They deserve our support, and the sight  
of our cars on the edge of the outback would be something 
for the locals to savour. 

There will be a Gala Dinner for all 
participants held on Sunday evening.

Monday May 7th, 2018 

A leisurely drive along the River Run 
to Yelarbon before cutting across to 
Texas and on to Warwick via 
Stanthorpe.   This is a delightful and 
interesting drive, the road is good, the countryside is 
constantly changing, and the driving fabulous.
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